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This study guide was developed in preparation for teaching adult Bible classes.

+ The objectivesfor each section are usudly things | plan to emphasize during the
class.

+ | have found that summarizing and outlining helps me to better understand the Word
of God. Itisapractice | highly recommend to others.

+ | generdly delete the answers to the review questions before printing the meteria
and giving it to the students. But that you might know what answvers were intended
by the questions, | have included them in these guides.

Thismaterid isfrom ExecutableOutlines.com, aweb ste containing sermon outlines
and Bible studies by Mark A. Copdand. Vigt the web site to browse or download
additional materid for church or persond use.

The outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd.
Fed free to use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2001
Mar k Copeland@aol.com
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The Book Of Revelation

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

John, identified as one "who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ"
(1:1-2). While debated by some, he was most likely the apostle John, brother of James, and author
of the gospd of John and three epistles. His authorship of this book is supported by the testimony of
Justin Martyr (165 A.D.), Clement of Alexandria (220 A.D.), Hippalytus (236 A.D.), and Origen (254
AD.)).

THE UNIQUE NATURE OF THE BOOK

Revdation is certainly different from other books of the New Testament. It isalso very different from
any kind of writing that is familiar to most people today. Unfortunatdly, this has caused some people to
shy away from the book; or on the other hand, to misuse it in propagating wild and fanciful theories.
Most people conclude it isjust too mysterious to understand. But it was actudly written to make things
clearer! Theword "revelation” in the Greek is apokalupsis, which means "an uncovering” or
"unveiling." It istherefore a book designed to uncover or unveil, not concedl.

Part of the chdlenge in understanding the book isthet it iswritten in a style not familiar to modern man.
It isan example of what is caled " apocalyptic literature' which was quite popular from 200 B.C. to
200 A.D. Assuch, it was atype of literature well known to the Jews and Chrigtians of the first century
church. Festures of apocalyptic literature include the use of highly symbolic or figurative language (cf.
"gonified’, 1:1). It was normaly written in times of persecution, usudly depicting the conflict between
good and evil.

There are other examples of gpocayptic literature in the Bible. In the Old Testament, for example, the
books of Ezekid, Danidl, and Zechariah each contain dements of this style of writing. In the New
Testament, Matthew 24 contains gpocayptic eements.

THE DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK

The early church likely did not have the problem understanding the book we do today. They were well
acquainted with the style of gpocayptic literature. They were living & atime when the symbols of the
book were likely familiar to them (Smilar to how a picture of a donkey fighting an eephant would be
understood by us as depicting conflict between the Democratic and Republican parties). In fact, |
believe the book was origindly intended to be understood by a casua hearing, asimplied by the
opening beatitude:

" Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written in it; for thetimeisnear." (1:3)
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This verse suggests a setting in which one is reading while otherslisen. The listeners were expected to
understand enough to be blessed by what they heard.

Our difficulty with this book is due to our unfamiliarity with gpocayptic literature as a method of
communicating amessage. We are dso far removed from the historica and culturd context of the times
which would make the symbolism easier to understand. To properly interpret the book, we must try to
understand the historica context in which it was written. We mugt dso interpret it in a manner that
would have been meaningful to those to whom it was first addressed.

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF INTERPRETATION
Different views of interpreting the book generdly fdl into four categories

The" preterist" view - The book refersto events that were fulfilled in the first century A.D., or shortly
theresfter. It waswritten primarily to encourage the origind readers. Its value for today would
therefore be didactic (teaching the vaue of faithfulness to God).

The" higtoricist" view - The book provides a panoramic view of the future of the church from asit
goes through history. Thisview findsin the book such events astherise of Catholicism, Idam, the
Protestant reformation, world wars, etc., ending with the return of Christ. As such it would encourage
Chrigtians no matter when they lived.

The" futurist" view- Apart from the first few chapters, the book depicts events which immediately
precede the second coming of Christ. Therefore most of the book has yet to be fulfilled (or is being
fulfilled now), and its value is primarily for Chrigtians who will be living & the time Jesus returns,
The"idealist" view- The book does not ded with any specific historica stuation. Instead, it is

samply enforcing the principle that good will ultimately triumph over evil. Assuch the book is gpplicable
to any age.

PREFERRED METHOD OF INTERPRETATION

| believe a proper interpretation of the book incorporates some of dl these views. In my estimation,
the "preteris” view has the most merit for the following reasons:

+ The book was written specifically to seven churchesin Asa(modern Turkey) - 1:4

+ |tspurpose was to uncover or reved "things which must shortly cometo pass' -
1:1, 3; 22:6,10

¢ Johnwastold, "Do not sedl the words of the prophecy of this book, for thetimeis
a hand" - 22:10

Compare the last two points with Daniel 8:26, where Danid wastold to " seal up” hisvison, " for it
refersto many daysin the future”. Yet we know that hisvison was fulfilled within severa hundred
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years. John, however, wastold " do not seal" what he had seen, " for the timeisat hand". How
could this be, if the bulk of Revelation refers to what has yet to occur dmost two thousands later? This
isaproblem | see with the "futurist” view, which places primary fulfillment of the book thousands of
years Snce its completion.

Pace yoursdlf in the position of those Christiansin the churches of Asain thefirst century. They were
told that the things described in the Revelation would "shortly cometo pass’, which should comfort
them. But according to the "futurist” view, it has been nearly 2000 years and much of the book has yet
to befulfilled! That would be like someone today writing that something is Soon coming to pass, when
inredity it will be 4000 A.D. before it doest How would abook depicting events to occur thousands
of yearsin the future comfort those who were suffering in the first century A.D.?

Thisisnot to say there are no "futuris” elementsin the book. | undersand chapter s 20-22 to ded with
the ultimate destiny of the redeemed, which would have been of grest interest and comfort to the
Chrigians suffering in the first century.

My approach to the book, therefore, will be primarily from the "preterit” viewpoint, with occasond
elements from other viewpoints.

THE DATE OF THE BOOK

Dating when the book was written is not without controversy. When one dates the book will certainly
have a bearing upon oné's interpretation of the book, especidly if one follows the "preterist” view. Two
dates are usualy proposed:

+ An"early date", around 64-68 A.D., during the reign of the Roman emperor, Nero
¢ A'latedate’, around 95-96 A.D., during the reign of emperor Domitian

The "externa evidence" (evidence outsde the book itsdf) isinconclusive. In support for the late date,
apped is often made to a statement of Iraneaus who lived in the late 2nd century A.D. His Statement is
rather ambiguous, however, and can be understood in severa ways (see Redating The New Testament,
by John A. T. Robinson, for a detailed examination of Iraneaus quotation).

In support of the early date, the Syriac verson of the New Testament (dating back to the 2nd century
A.D.) says the book was written during the reign of Nero. The Muratorian Fragment (170-190 A.D.)
and the Monarchian Prologues (250-350 A.D.) claim that Paul wrote to seven churches following the
pattern of John's example in Revdation, placing the book of Reveation even before some of the Pauline
epistles (cf. Expositor's Bible Commentary, Val. 12; p. 406).

Because of the contradictory nature of the "externd evidence', | place more weight on the "internd
evidence' (evidence from within the book itself). | believe the book itself supports adate of 70 A.D.,
before the destruction of Jeruslem and during the reign of Vespasan. This evidence includes the
fallowing:
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¢ In11:1-14 thetemple, which was demolished in August of 70 A.D., is dill sanding.
Advocates of the "late date” naturdly understand this passage in adrictly figurative
sene. While somewhat figurative, the dlusion to the crucifixion of our Lord (11:8)
compe usto think of the historica Jerusalem (Philip Schaff).

¢ In17:9-11, wefind mention of EIGHT "kings'. If these"kings' are emperors of
Rome, then sarting with Augustus the firg FIVE were: Augustus, Tiberius,
Cdigula, Claudius and Nero (who died June 9, 68 A.D.). Nero's degth |€ft the
empirein an uproar. Thismay be the "deadly wound" in 13:3,12,14. Three men
(Gaba, Otho, and Vitdlius) tried vainly to consolidate power over the empire, but it
was Vespasan who restored order in 70 A.D. Thus, the "deadly wound" was
hedled, and Vespasian would bethe SIXTH "king" (or the"oneis' in 17:10). This
would make Titus the SEVENTH emperor and Domitianthe EIGHTH.

+ Notice carefully, that in 17:8,11 John wastold that the beast " is not" . 1t " was",
and " is about to come" (ASV), but a the time the Revelaion was being given, the
beast " ISNOT"! If we understand (as | do) that the "beast" represents imperid
Rome as personified in its emperors Nero and Domitian, then Reveaion could
NOT have been written during the reigns of either Nero or Domitian!

+ The condition of persecution that had been experienced dready by thosein the
book are smilar to that mentioned by Peter. He wrote to the Chrigtiansin Asia
Minor dso, just afew years before (cf. 1 Pe 1:1). They were undergoing
persecution Smilar to that describedin Re2 & 3 (cf. 1 Pe 1:6; 4:12; 5:9); i.e,
persecution by the Jews with the help of Roman authorities, something that had
been going on since the days of Paul's firs missonary journey.

Therefore | suggest that the interna evidence indicates that the Reveation was given during the reign of
VESPASIAN, the SIXTH emperor, whilethe " beast is not" . Thiswould place the date of the book
around the spring of 70 A.D. (as suggested by Philip Schaff, History Of The Church, Val. I).
Referring to Philip Schaff, who at one time held the "late date”, | find his following quotation to be of
interest:

"Theearly dateisbest suited for the nature and object of the Apocalypse, and
facilitatesits historical understanding. Christ pointed in his eschatological discour ses
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the preceding tribulation asthe great crisisin the
history of the theocracy and the type of the judgment of theworld. And there never
was a mor e alarming state of society."

"Thehorrorsof the French Revolution wer e confined to one country, but the
tribulation of the six year s preceding the destruction of Jerusalem extended over the
whole Roman empire and embraced wars and rebelions, frequent and unusual
conflagrations, earthquakes and famines and plagues, and all sorts of public calamities
and miseriesuntold. It seemed, indeed, that the world, shaken to itsvery center, was
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coming to a close, and every Christian must have felt that the prophecies of Christ
wer e being fulfilled before his eyes.”

"It wasat thisuniquejuncturein the hisory of mankind that . John, with the
consuming firein Rome and the infernal spectacle of the Neronian per secution behind
him, theterrorsof the Jewish war and the Roman interregnum around him, and the
catastrophe of Jerusalem and the Jewish theocracy before him, received those
wonderful visons of theimpending conflicts and final triumphs of the Christian church.
Hiswastruly a book of thetimesand for the times, and administered to the per secuted
brethren the one but all-sufficient consolation: Maranatha! Maranathal” (History of
The Chrigtian Church, Val. I, pp. 836-837)

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK
Its purpose is clearly stated at the beginning and end of the book (cf. 1:1,3; 22:10,16):
TO REVEAL "THINGSWHICH MUST SHORTLY COME TO PASS'

In particular, it isareveation from Christ Himsdf of the judgment to come upon those who were
persecuting His people (cf. 6:9-11; 16:5-7). Thisjudgment was directed especialy toward two
enemies

+ "Babylon, the harlot" (cf. 17:6; 18;20,24; 19:2) - Many think the harlot isthe
city Rome, but | lean toward the view it was Jerusdlem. If so, then Revelation
describes the fulfillment of Jesus prophecy found in Mt 23:29-39; Lk 21:20-22.

¢+ The" beast" which supported the harlot (cf. 17:7-13) - | take the beast to be the
Roman empire when led by her persecuting emperors (e.g., Nero, Domitian), which
at first supported the "harlot” in her persecution of God's people, then turned on her
(cf. the destruction of Jerusdlem, 70 A.D.).

Again, | would suggest that the purpose of the book is to reved how Chrigt was going to bring judgment
on Jerusalem and Rome for regjecting God and persecuting His people. Thisjudgment occurred with the
degtruction of Jerusdem in the fal of 70 A.D., and with the final cessation of persecution by Romein
313 A.D. when Congtantine became an emperor supportive of Christianity. As stated by Philip Schaff:

" Undoubtedly he had in view primarily the overthrow of Jerusalem and heathen Rome,
the two great foes of Chrigtianity at that time."

In fulfilling this purpose, the book is designed to warn and comfort. For erring disciples, itisa book of
warning ("repent” or ese, cf. 2:5,16). For fathful disciples, it isa book of comfort ("blessed” are
those who "overcome', cf. 1:3; 2:7; 3:21; 14:13; 22:14).

KEY VERSE: Revelation 17:14
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" These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for
HeisLord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called,

chosen, and faithful."
OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION (1:1-20)
1. Introduction and benediction (1-3)
2. Greetingsto the seven churches of Asa(4-6)
3. Announcement of Chrigt's coming (7)
4. TheLords sdf-designation (8)

I. A GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE CONFLICT (1:9-11:19)

A. VISION OF CHRIST AMONG THE LAMPSTANDS (1:9-20)

B. LETTERSTO THE SEVEN CHURCHES (2:1-3:22)
1. Thechurch a Ephesus (2:1-7)

The church a Smyrna (2:8-11)

The church at Pergamos (2:12-17)

The church at Thyatira (2:18-29)

The church at Sardis (3:1-6)

The church at Philadelphia (3:7-13)

The church at Laodicea (3:14-22)

Noas~wWDD

C. THE THRONE SCENE (4:1-5:11)
1. God on thethrone (4:1-11)
2. The Lamb worthy to open the seven-sedled scroll (5:1-14)

D. THE OPENING OF THE SEVEN SEAL S (6:1-8:1)
Firg sed: Thewhite horse and itsrider (6:1-2)
Second sedl: Thered horse and itsrider (6:3-4)
Third sed: The black horse and itsrider (6:5-6)
Fourth sedl: The pale horse and its rider(s) (6:7-8)
Fifth sed: The martyrs under the dtar (6:9-11)
Sixth sedl: Cataclysmic disturbances (6:12-17)

N UAWDNE

Seventh sedl: Silencein heaven (8:1)

D. THE SOUNDING OF SEVEN TRUMPETS (8:2-11:19)

Seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets (8:2-6)

First trumpet: Third of vegetation destroyed (8:7)

Second trumpet: Third of sea creatures and ships destroyed (8:8-9)

gk owbdpE

Interlude: Sedling of the 144,000 on earth, and the grest multitude in heaven (7:1-17)

Third trumpet: Third of rivers and springs become bitter, many men die (8:10-11)
Fourth trumpet: Third of sun, moon, and stars struck, affecting day and night (8:12)
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Three-fold woe announced (8: 13)

Fifth trumpet (first woe): Locusts from the bottomless pit, sent to torment men (9:1-12)
Sixth trumpet (second woe): Four angels with an army of two hundred million, killing athird
of mankind (9:13-21)

Another interlude (10:1-11:14)

a. Theangd with thelittle book (10:1-11)

b. Thetwo witnesses (11:1-13)

Seventh trumpet (third woe): The victory of Christ and His kingdom proclaimed
(12:14-19)

II. ACLOSER LOOK AT THE CONFLICT (12:1-22:5)

A. THE GREAT CONFLICT (12:1-14:20)

1.

o gk wN

The Woman, the Child, the Dragon, and the rest of the Woman's offspring (12:1-17)
The beast from the sea (13:1-10)

The beast from the land (13:11-18)

The Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion (14:1-5)

Proclamations of three angdls (14:6-13)

Reaping the earth's harvest, and the grapes of wrath (14:14-20)

B. THE SEVEN BOWLSOF WRATH (15:1-16:21)

Noos~WDNRE

Prelude to pouring out the seven bowls of wrath (15:1-8)

First bowl: Sores on those who worshipped the beast and hisimage (16:1-2)

Second bowl: Seaturnsto blood, al sea creatures die (16:3)

Third bowl: Rivers and springs turn to blood (16:4-7)

Fourth bowl: Men are scorched by the sun (16:8-9)

Fifth bowl: Pain and darkness upon the beast and his kingdom (16:10-11)

Sixth bowl: Euphrates dried up, three unclean spirits gather the kingdoms of the earth for
the battle at Armageddon (16:12-16)

Seventh bowl: Great earthquake, the greet city divided, Babylon is remembered,
cataclysmic events (16:17-21)

C. THEFALL OF BABYLON, THE HARLOT (17:1-19:10)

bk owbdpE

The scarlet woman and the scarlet beast (17:1-6)

The mystery of the woman and beast explained (17:7-18)
Thefal of Babylon the great proclaimed and mourned (18: 1-24)
The exdtation in heaven over thefdl of the great harlot (19:1-5)
The announcement of the marriage supper of the Lamb (19:6-10)

D. THE DEFEAT OF THE LAMB'SENEMIES (19:11-20:15)

1.

5.

Chrig the victorious warrior and King of kings (19:11-16)

2. Thebess, hisarmies, and the false prophet (land beast) are defeated (19:17-21)
3.
4. Satan released to deceive the nations once more, but isfinaly defeated once for all

Satan is bound for athousand years, while those martyred reign with Christ (20: 1-6)

(20:7-10)
Thefinal judgment (20: 11-15)
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E. THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF THE REDEEMED (21:1-22:5)
1. Thenew heaven and new earth, the New Jerusalem, God dwelling with His people (21:1-8)
2. The New Jerusdem described (21:9-27)
3. Thewater of life, thetree of life, and the throne of God and the Lamb (22: 1-5)

CONCLUSION (22:6-21)
1. Thetimeisnear, do not sed up the book (22:6-11)
2. Thetesimony of Jesus, the Spirit, and the bride (22:12-17)
3. Warning not to tamper with the book, and closing prayers (22:18-21)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) What isthisbook called? (1:1)
- The Revdation of Jesus Christ

2) Whoistheauthor of thisbook? (1:1-2)
- John, who had born witness to the word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ

3) What isthe meaning of the Greek word (apokalupsis) trandated " revelation” ?
- An uncovering, an unveiling

4) What style of literatureisthe book of Revelation?
- Apocalyptic literature

5) What are some of thetypical features of such literature?
- Highly symbalic; depicting conflict between good and evil

6) What isimportant to know to properly interpret the book?
- The higtorica context in which it was written

7) What arethefour major views of interpreting the book?
- The preterist
- The higtoricist
- Thefuturist
- Theidedist

8) Which view issuggested in thisintroduction?
- The preterigt, with alittle borrowed from the other views as well

9) What dates are usually suggested for the book?
- An early date (64-68 A.D.), during the reign of Nero
- A late date (95-96 A.D.), during the reign of Domitian

10) Which dateis suggested in thisintroduction? (and by Schaff, McGuiggan, and others)
- The spring of 70 A.D., during the reign of Vespasian
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11) What isthe purpose of the book? (1:13; 22:10,16)
- To reved things which must shortly come to pass

12) Who do | proposeto be the two major enemies used by Satan as described in thisbook?
- Jerusdem (i.e., Babylon, the harlot)
- Rome (i.e., the beast which supported the harlot)

13) What isthe key ver se which summarizes the book?
- Revelation 17:14

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The Avenging Of The Apostles & Prophets, Arthur Ogden (Ogden Publications, 1985)

The Book Of Revdation, Jm McGuiggan (Montex, 1976)

The Book Of Revdation, Foy E. Wdlace, Jr. (Wdlace Publications, 1966)

Higtory Of The Chrigtian Church, Val. I, Philip Scheff (Eerdmans, 1910, 1985)

Interpreting Revelation, Meill C. Tenney (Eerdmans, 1957)

The Lamb And His Enemies, Rubel Shelly (20th Century, 1985)

More Than Conquerors, William Hendricksen (Baker Book House, 1971)

Reveation, Alan Johnson (Expositor's Bible Commentary, Zondervan, 1981)
Revdation Leon Morris (Tyndde New Testament Commentaries, Eerdmans, 1984)

Revelation: An Introduction And Commentary, Homer Hailey (Baker, 1979)

Worthy Is The Lamb, Ray Summers (Broadman Press, 1951)

The Book Of Revelation 11



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Revelation
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To note that the Reveation was written to churches of things that would soon take place

2) To gppreciate the implications of what is said about Jesus, both in the greeting by John and in the
words of Jesus Himsdlf

SUMMARY

The Revdation of Jesus Chrigt begins with a clear statement of origin and purpose. Given to Jesus by
God to show His servants things which must soon take place, it is designed to bless those who read,
hear and keep the words of the prophecy (1-3). John then addresses the seven churchesin Asa
(western Turkey), offering grace and peace from each member of the Godhead with descriptive terms
which become more significant later in the epistle (4-6). His greeting is followed with a declaration
concerning the Lord's coming, and a salf-designation as expressed by the Lord Himsdf (7-8).

At this point John explains how he was commissioned to record the Revelation. While on theidand of
Patmos (likely in exile for preaching the word of God), he wasin the Spirit on the Lord's day when he
heard aloud voice behind him. The voice identified itself as "the Alpha and Omega, the First and the
Lagt", and then charged him to write what he saw to seven churchesin Asa(9-11). Turning to seethe
voice, John saw saven golden lampstands and in their midst the Son of Man. Describing the awesome
gppearance of the Son of Man and his own reaction, John then records how Jesus comforted and then
charged him to write what he has seen and will see (12-19). The chapter endswith the Lord's
explanation that the seven stars in Hisright hand represent the angel's (messengers?) of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands signify the seven churches themsdves (20).

OUTLINE

. INTRODUCTION (1-8)

A. INTRODUCTION AND BENEDICTION (1-3)
1. Introducing the Revelation of Jesus Chrit (1-2)
a. Which God gave Him to show His servants
b. Regarding things which much shortly take place
c. Sent and sgnified by Hisange
d. To Hisservant John, who bore witness...
1) Totheword of God
2) Tothetestimony of Jesus Chrigt
3) Todl thingsthat he saw
2. The benediction (3)
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a. Blessad is he who reads and those who hear this prophecy
b. Blessad are those who keep those things written in it, for thetimeis near

B. GREETINGSTO THE SEVEN CHURCHES (4-6)
1. From John, to the seven churchesin Asa(4a)
2. With grace and peace (4b-6)
a. From Him who is and who was and who isto come
b. From the seven Spirits who are before His throne
c. From Jesus Chrigt
1) Thefathful witness
2) Thefirstborn from the dead
3) Theruler over the kings of the earth
4) Who loved us and washed us from our snsin His own blood
5) Who made us kings and priests to His God and Father
--  ToWhom be glory and dominion forever and ever!

C. ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHRIST'SCOMING (7)
1. Heiscoming with dlouds
2. BEvey eyewill see Him, and they dso who pierced Him
3. All thetribes of the earth will mourn because of Him
-- BEven so, Amen (s0 beit)

D. THE SELF-DESIGNATION (8)
1. "l amthe Alphaand the Omega, the Beginning and the End"
2. "Who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty"

II. THE VISON OF THE SON OF MAN (9-20)

A. JOHN'SCIRCUMSTANCESLEADING UPTO THE VISION (9-10a)
1. Their brother and companion (9a)
a. Intribulation
b. Inthekingdom and patience of Jesus Christ
2. Ontheidand cdled Patmos (9b)
a. For theword of God
b. For thetestimony of Jesus Christ
3. Inthe Spirit on the Lord's Day (10a)

B. WHAT HE HEARD BEHIND HIM (10b-11)
1. A loud voice, asof atrumpet (10b)
2. Sayingtohim... (11)
a. "l anthe Alphaand the Omega, the First and the Last”
b. "What you see, write in abook”
c. "Send it to the seven churcheswhich arein Asa...”

C. WHAT HE SAW, AND HISREACTION (12-17a)
1. Turning to seethe voice, he saw... (12-16)
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a.  Seven golden lampstands
b. Inthe mids of the seven lampstands, One like the Son of Man

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Clothed with a garment down to the feet, girded about the chest with a golden band
His head and hair white as wool, white as snow

His eyeslike aflame of fire

Hisfeet like fine brass, asif refined in afurnace

His voice as the sound of many waters

In Hisright hand, seven stars

Out of His mouth, a sharp two-edged sword

His countenance like the sun shining in its srength

2. Seeing Him, John fdl a Hisfeet asdead (17)

D. THELORD'SWORDSTO JOHN (17b-20)

1. "Donot beafrad’ (17b-18)
a "l antheFrg and the Last"
b. "I am Hewho lives, and was dead, and behold, | am dive forevermore. Amen.”
c. "l havethe keys of Hades and of Degth."

2. "Write.." (19)
a. "Thethingswhich you have seen”
b. "Thethingswhich are"
c. "Thethingswhich will take place after this'

3. "Themydery of the seven stars...and the seven golden lampstands’
a. "Theseven dars are the angds of the seven churches'
b. "Theseven lampstands...are the seven churches’

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Introduction (1-8)
- Thevision of the Son of Man (9-20)

2) What was Jesusintending to show His servants? (1)
- Things which must shortly take place (cf. 1:3; 22:6,10)

3) How isJohn described in verse 2?
- As one who bore witness to the word of God, to the testimony of Jesus Chrigt, and to dl things

that he saw

4) Whoisthisbook designed to bless? Why? (3)
- Those who read and hear the words of this prophecy, and keep the things written in it
- For thetimeis near

5) Towhom wasthe book addressed? (4,11)
- Seven churchesin Asa
- Churchesin Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel phia, Laodicea
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6) How isGod described in the greeting from John? The Holy Spirit? (4)
- Who is and who was and who is to come
- The seven Spirits who are before His throne (cf. 4:5; Zech 4:1-6)

7) How isJesus Christ described by John in this greeting? (5-6)
- Thefathful witness
- The firstborn from the dead
- Theruler over the kings of the earth
- Who loved us
- Who washed us from our sinsin His own blood
- Who has made us kings and priests to His God and Father

8) What issaid about the coming of Christ? (7)
- He is coming with clouds
- Every eye will see Him, and they aso who pierced Him
- All the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him

9) How doestheLord designate Himself? (8)
- "1 am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End"
- "Who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty"

10) How does John identify himself to His readers? (9a)
- Your brother and companion tribulation
- In the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ

11) Where and when did John recelve the Revelation? (9b-10)
- On theidand of Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus
- While in the Spirit on the Lord's Day

12) What did he hear aloud voice say? (11)
- "l am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last”
- "What you see, write in abook and send it to the seven churchesin Asa..."

13) When heturned to seethevoice, what did he see? (12-13)
- Seven golden lampstands, and in their midst One like the Son of Man

14) How does John describe the Son of Man? (13-16)
- Clothed with a garment down to the feet
- Girded about the chest with a golden band
- Head and hair white as wool, white as show
- Eyeslike aflame of fire
- Feet likefine brass, asif refined in afurnace
- Voice as the sound of many waters
- In Hisright hand, seven sars
- Out of His mouth, a sharp two-edged sword
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- Countenance like the sun shining in its strength

15) What was John'sreaction when he saw Him? What was hefirst told? (17)
- Fell a Hisfeet as dead
- "Do not be afraid"

16) How does the Son of Man identify Himself? (17-18)
- "l am the First and the Lagt"
- "l am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am dive forevermore"
- "I have the keys of Hades and of Death”

17) What is John told to write? (19)
- "The things which you have seen”
- "Thethingswhich are’
- "The things which will take place after this'

18) What isthe explanation of the seven star s and seven golden lampstands? (20)
- The seven gtars are the seven angels (messengers?) of the seven churches
- The seven lampstands are the seven churches (in Asa)
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toexaminethefird four of seven lettersto the churchesin Asa

2) To glean what we can about the condition of each church: their strengths and weaknesses, the
warnings and promises given

3) To note that the fulfillment of most promises will be described later in the visonsto come
SUMMARY

In this chapter John isingructed to write to four churchesin Asa Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and
Thyatira. The Lord generdly follows the same format: His self-designation, commendetion,
condemnation and related warning, exhortation and promise. Each letter closes with the admonition,
"Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saysto the churches." Thissuggeststhe
letters were not just for the personal benefit of the churches addressed.

The church a Ephesus is commended for its steadfastness, especidly againgt false gpostles. But while
ganding for the truth, they had lost their first love. Exhorted to repent and be restored by doing the
"firg works', they are warned that their "lampstand” would be removed if they did not repent (1-7).
The church at Smyrna is commended for being "rich”" despite therr tribulation and poverty. Unlike most
churches, there are no words of condemnation directed toward it. While they would experience alittle
persecution, they are exhorted to remain faithful to death (8-11). The church a Pergamos isaso
praised for its seadfastness, but faulted for alowing fase teachersin their midst. The Lord threatensto
come and fight with the sword of His mouth if there is no repentance (12-17). The church a Thyatira
is aso commended, for their last works are more than their first. But they too have a fase teacher and
followers which jeopardize the condition of the church. Despite giving this " Jezebd" time to repent, she
has not and so the Lord intends to make her and her followers an example before the other churches
(18-29).

| find noteworthy the connection between these letters with what was seen in chapter one, and what will
be seen in succeeding chapters. In most cases the Lord's self-designation borrows something from the
vigon of the Son of Man in chapter one, which relates somehow with the particular message in which it
isfound. Also, wewill see how most of the promises to those who overcome will be fulfilled in the
unfolding of the visons that begin in chapter four.

OUTLINE

|. LETTERTO THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS (1-7)
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A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (1)
1. "Hewho holdsthe seven gtarsin His right hand"
2. "Who waksin the midgt of the seven golden lampstands'

B. COMMENDATION (2-3,6)
1. For their works, labor and patience
a. They cannot bear those who are evil, having tested those who say they are gpostles but
wereliars
b. Their perseverance, patience and labor for His name's sake, not growing weary
2. They hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, as does the Lord

C. CONDEMNATION AND WARNING (4-5)

1. Condemnation
a. ThelLord has something againg them
b. They haveleft thar firs love

2. Waning
a.  Remember from where they have fdlen
b. Repent and do the first works
c. OrtheLord will come quickly and remove their lampstand from its place

D. EXHORTATION AND PROMISE (7)
1. Hear what the Spirit saysto the churches
2. Tohim who overcomes, He will giveto eat from the tree of life in the midst of the Paradise
of God

II. LETTERTO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA (8-11)

A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (8)
1. "TheFrs and the Lad™
2. "Who was dead, and cameto life"

B. COMMENDATION (9a)
1. For theworks, tribulation, and poverty
2. Butthey arerich

C. EXHORTATION AND PROMI SE (9b-11)
1. The Lord knows those who claim to be Jews but are a synagogue of Satan
2. Do not fear what they are about to suffer
a. Thedevil isabout throw some into prison, that they may be tested
b. They will have tribulation ten days
3. Befathful unto deeth, and He will give them acrown of life
4. Hear what the Spirit says to the churches
5. Hewho overcomes shdl not be hurt by the second death

III.LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMOS (12-17)
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A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (12)
1. "Who has the sharp two-edged sword’

B. COMMENDATION (13)
1. Heknowsther works, and where they dwell, where Satan's throneis
2. For holding fast to His name
3. For not denying Hisfaith even when Antipas was killed among them

C. CONDEMNATION AND WARNING (14-16)
1. Condemnation
a. They have those who hold the doctrine of Bdaam
1) Who taught Balak to put a ssumbling block before Isradl
2) To eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexud immordity
b. They have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which He hates
2. Wamning
a.  Repent or He will come to them quickly
b. Hewill fight againg them with the sword of His mouth

D. EXHORTATION AND PROMI SE (17)
1. Hear what the Spirit saysto the churches
2. Tohim who overcomes, He will give...
a. Some of the hidden mannato eat
b. A white sone with a new name written on it which no one knows except he who
recaivesit

IV.LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA (18-29)

A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (18)
1. "The Son of God"
2. "Who has eyeslike aflame of fire, and His feet like fine brass'

B. COMMENDATION (19)
1. For ther works, love, service, faith, and patience
2. Thelr last works are more than the first

C. CONDEMNATION AND WARNING (20-24)
1. Condemnation
a. They dlow that woman Jezebedl
1) Who cdls hersdf a prophetess
2) To teach and beguile His servants to commit sexuad immordity and eat things
sacrificed to idols
b. Whom the Lord had given time to repent of her sexud immordity, but she did not
2. Warmning
a. Hewill cast her into asickbed
b. Those who commit adultery with her will have greet tribulation, unless they repent
c. Hewill kill her children with death; and the churches will know that He seerches the
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minds and hearts

d. Hewill giveto each one according to their works

e. Forthosein Thyatirawho do not follow her doctrine, or have not known the depths of
Satan, asthey cal it, He places on them no other burden

E. EXHORTATION AND PROMI SE (25-29)
1. Hold fast what they havetill He come
2. To him who overcomes and keeps His works until the end...
a. Hewill give power over the naions, just as He received from the Father
b. Hewill givethe morning sar
3. Hear what the Spirit says to the churches

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Letter to the church in Ephesus (1-7)
- Letter to the church in Smyrna (8-11)
- Letter to the church in Pergamos (12-17)
- Letter to the church in Thyatira (18-29)

2) What pattern isgenerally followed in these lettersto the churches?
- Sdf-designation, commendation, condemnation and warning, exhortation and promise

3) What isgenerally the basisfor the Lord's self-designation in these letters? (1,8,12,18)
- The description of the vision of the Son of Man in chapter one

4) For what doesthe L ord commend the church in Ephesus? (2-3,6)
- Their works, labor, patience
- Testing those who claimed to be apostles, but were liars
- Persevering and laboring for His name's sake, not growing weary
- Hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans

5) For what doesthe Lord condemn them? (4)
- Losing their firgt love

6) What solution does Jesus give for restoring their first love? (5)
- Remember from where they have fdlen
- Repent and do the first works

7) What war ning does Jesus give the church in Ephesus? (5)
- Repent or ese He will come quickly and remove their lampstand from its place

8) For what doesthe Lord commend the church in Smyrna? (9)
- Their works, tribulation, and poverty (but they arerich)
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9) Who was guilty of blasgphemy in Smyrna? (9)
- Those who say they are Jews, but are a synagogue of Satan

10) Why wer ethey not to fear what they were about to suffer? (10)
- Their tribulation will be short (ten days)
- If they are faithful unto desth, Jesus will give them acrown of life

11) For what doesthe L ord commend the church in Pergamos? (13)
- Their works, holding fast to His name, not denying His faith even when Antipas was killed

12) What is said about where they dwel? (13)
- Where Satan's throne is, where Satan dwells

13) For what doesthe Lord condemn them? (14-15)
- Having those who hold the doctrine of Balaam
- Having those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolatans

14) What war ning does Jesus give the church in Pergamos? (16)
- Repent or se He will come quickly and fight againgt them with the sword of His mouth

15) For what doesthe Lord commend the church in Thyatira? (19)
- Their works, love, service, faith and patience
- Ther last works being more than the first

16) For what doesthe L ord condemn them? (20)
- Allowing Jezebd to teach and beguile His servants to commit sexud immorality and to eat things
sacrificed to idols

17) What doesthe L ord say regarding the woman who calls her self a prophetess? (21-23)
- He gave her time to repent, but she did not
- He will cast her into a Sckbed, and those with her into greeat tribulation unless they repent
- Hewill kill her children with death

18) What exhortation does He give the church at Thyatira? (25)
- Hold fast what they have till He come

19) What exhortation isgiven at the end of each letter? (7,11,17,29)
- Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

20) List the promises given in this chapter to those who overcome (7,11,17,26-28)
- To eat from the tree of life which isin the midst of the Paradise of God
- Not be hurt by the second death
- Some of the hidden mannato eat
- A white stone, on which anew name is written which no one knows but him who receives it
- Power over the nations, as He received from His Father
- The morning star
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toexaminethelast three of saven lettersto the churchesin Asa

2) To glean what we can about the condition of each church: their strengths and weaknesses, the
warnings and promises given

SUMMARY

The Lord continues His letters to the churches in Asa, with this chapter containing those written to
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. The churchin Sardis is rebuked for having aname that they are
dive, when in redity they are dead. With their works not perfected before God, they are exhorted to
be watchful and to strengthen the things which remain. They are aso told to remember how they had
received and heard in the pat, to hold fast and repent. Otherwise, the Lord will come upon them asa
thief in the night. Notice istaken, however, of afew in Sardis who had not defiled their garments and
are ill worthy, who are promised to walk with the Lord in white (1-6).

The church in Philadelphia is promised an open door that none can shut because they had kept the
Lord'sword and not denied His name. Their enemies, those who claim to be Jews but are not, will be
made to worship before them, and the church will be kept from the trid that was about to test those on
the earth. With an announcement of His quick coming, they are exhorted to hold fast what they have
that none take their crown (7-13).

The church of the Laodiceans isthen described as lukewarm, for which the Lord threatens to spew
them out of His mouth. While claming to be rich, they are blind to their true condition. Therefore the
Lord counsds them to buy from Him those things they truly need. His strong words are indicative of
Hislove for them, and the fact that He stands ready to re-enter their heartsif they will opento Him
(14-22).

As before, each letter ends with wonderful promises to those who overcome. In most cases, the
manner in which the promises are to be fulfilled isillusrated in the visons to come.

OUTLINE

|. LETTERTO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS (1-6)

A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (1a)
1. "Hewho hasthe saven Spiritsof God" - cf. Isa 11:1-2; Zech 4:1-10; Re 1:4; 4:5
2. "..and the seven gars'

The Book Of Revelation 2



Mark A. Copeland

B. CONDEMNATION AND WARNING (1b-3)

1. Condemnation
a. They have aname that they are dive, but they are dead
b. Ther works have not been found perfect before God

2. Warning
a. Bewatchful and strengthen the things which remain and are ready to die
b. Remember how they had recelved and heard
c. Hold fast and repent
d. If they don't watch, the Lord will come upon them as athief

C. COMMENDATION (4)
1. Therearefew namesin Sardis who have not defiled their garments
2. They shdl wak with Him in white, for they are worthy

D. PROMISE AND EXHORTATION (5-6)
1. Hewho overcomes...
a.  Shdl be dothed in white garments
b. TheLord will not blot his name from the Book of Life
c. TheLordwill confess his name before My Father and His angdls
2. Hear what the Spirit says to the churches

II. LETTERTO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA (7-13)

A. THE LORD'S SELF-DESIGNATION (7)
1. "Hewhoishaly, Hewhois True'
2. "Hewho has key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens'
- cf. 1sa 22:22

B. COMMENDATION (8)
1. TheLord has set an open door before them and none can shut it
2. For they have alittle strength, have kept His word, and not denied His name

C. PROMISE AND EXHORTATION (9b-11)
1. Concerning the "synagogue of Satan” (who claim to be Jews, but are not)...
a. Hewill make them come and worship before thelr feet
b. Hewill make them know that He has loved those in Philadelphia
2. Because the church has kept His command to persevere...
a. Hewill keep them from the hour of trid
b. Which is coming to test those who dwell on the earth
3. Behold, Heis coming quickly!
a. Holdfast what they have
b. That no one may take their crown
4. Hewho overcomes, the Lord will...
a. Makehimapillar in the temple of His God, and he shal go out no more
b. Writeon him:
1) The name of His God
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2) Thename of the city of His God, the New Jerusaem which comes down out of
heaven from His God
3) Hisnew name
5. Hear what the Spirit says to the churches

[II.LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA (14-22)

A. THE LORD'SSELF-DESIGNATION (14)
1. "The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness'
2. "The Beginning of the creation of God"

B. CONDEMNATION AND WARNING (15-20)
1. Condemnation
a. They are neither cold or hot
1) Hewished they were cold or hot
2) But because they are lukewarm, He will spew them out of His mouth
b. They are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked
1) Though they say they arerich, wedthy, and in need of nothing
2) Therefore He counsels them...
a) Tobuy from Him:
1/ Gold refined in thefire, that they may berich
2/ White garments, that their nakedness be not revesled
b) Toanoint their eyes with eye sdve, that they might see
2. Waning
a. Asmany as Heloves, He rebukes and chastens; therefore be zed ous and repent
b. Hegandsat the door and knocks; if any will hear Him and open the door, He will
comein and dine with him

C. PROMISE AND EXHORTATION (21-22)
1. Tohim who overcomes...
a. ThelLord will grant to St with Him on His throne
b. Just as He overcame and sat down with His Father on His throne
2. Hear what the Spirit says to the churches

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Letter to the church in Sardis (1-6)
- Letter to the church in Philadel phia (7-13)
- Letter to the church in Laodicea (14-22)

2) For what doesthe Lord condemn the church in Sardis? (1-2)
- They have anamethat is dive, but they are deed
- Their works have not been found not perfect before God
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3) What doestheLord exhort those at Sardisto do? (2-3)
- Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain and are ready to die
- Remember how they had received and heard
- Hold fast and repent

4) What warning isgiven to them? (3)
- If they do not watch, He will come upon them as athief

5) What did the Lord find commendable at Sardis? What did the L ord promise them? (4)
- They had afew people who had not defiled their garments
- They shdl wak with Him in white, for they are worthy

6) What did the Lord promise to those who over come? (5)
- They shdl be clothed in white garments
- He will not blot their names from the Book of Life
- He will confesstheir names before His Father and the His angdls

7) What had the Lord donefor thosein Philadelphia? Why? (8)
- Set before them an open door which none could shut
- They had alittle strength, had kept His word, and not denied His name

8) What wasthe Lord going to do to those who claimed to be Jews but wer e actually the
synagogue of Satan? (9)
- Make them come and worship at the feet of those in Philadelphia
- Make them know that Jesus had loved them

9) What did the Lord say Hewould do for thosein Philaddphia? Why? (10)
- Hewould keep them from the hour of trid that was coming upon the earth
- Because they kept His command to persevere

10) What war ning and exhortation does He then give? (11)
- Behald, | come quickly!
- Hold fast what you have, that none may take your crown

11) What promise doesthe Lord give to him who overcomes? (12)
- Tomake him apillar in the temple of His God
- To write on him the name of His God
- To write on him the name of the city of His God, the New Jerusalem
- To write on him His new name

12) For what doesthe Lord condemn those at L aodicea? (15-16)
- They are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot

13) What doesthe Lord say Hewould do because of their lukewar mness? (16)
- Spew them out of His mouth
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14) What had they claimed? What wastheir true condition? (17)
- To berich, wedlthy and in need of nothing
- Wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked

15) What doesthe Lord counsd them to do? (18)
- To buy from Him gold refined in the fire, that they might berich
- To buy from Him white garments to cover their nakedness
- To anoint their eyes with eye salve, that they might see

16) What judtification doesthe Lord givefor such a strong rebuke? (19)
- Asmany as| love, | rebuke and chasten

17) What does He say to such Christians? (19,20)
- Be zedous and repent
- He stands at the door and knock; those who hear and open the door, He will dine with them

18) What will be granted to him who over comes? (21)
- To st with the Lord on His throne
- Even as the Lord overcame and sat with His Father on His throne

19) What exhortation isgiven at the end of each letter in this chapter? (6,13,22)
- "Hewho has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches'
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To condder theimplication of the vison of God on Histhrone

2) To note that this vison dong with the one in chapter five will set the sage for what follows
SUMMARY

The visons of Revelation now begin in earnest. Upon seeing a door standing open in heaven and
hearing a trumpet-like voice promising to show him of things which must take place, John is transported
to the throne room of God. He describes what he sees and hears with vivid and colorful imagery.
The One on the throne radiates like white and red sparkling stones and is surrounded by an emerald
ranbow. The colors may reflect the characteristics of God, such as His holiness, righteousness, justice,
and mercy (1-3).

John takes specia note of twenty-four elders clothed with white robes and crowns of gold, sitting on
thrones around the throne of God. Summers and Hailey suggest that they depict the twelve patriarchs
of Israd and the twelve apostles, who represent the redeemed of both covenants now united in Chrigt.
Note that in 5:8-9 they do seem to spesk in behdf of the redeemed (4).

From the throne proceed lightnings, thunderings, and voices, which may illugtrate the divine power and
judgments coming from God. Before the throne are seven lamps of fire, explained as the seven Spirits
of God. Thislikdy symbolizesthe Holy Spirit in Hiswork of illumination and revelation of God'sword
to man (Summers). A sea of glass like crydd is aso before the throne, perhaps symboalizing the
transcendence of God that presently separates God and His people (5-6a).

Then there are four living creatures, Smilar in some respects and yet different in others, united in their
congtant praise of God for His eterna holiness. Though not exactly like the cherubim seen by Ezekid
(cf. Ezek 1, 10), they appear to serve Smilar functions. Hailey suggests they may be a specid order of
heavenly beings, perhaps the highest and closest to the throne, who serve God's mgestic will (6b-8).
Asthe four living cregtures praise Him who sts on the throne, the twenty-four edersjoin in by faling
down, casting their crowns before the throne, and praising God as the Eterna Creator (9-11).

This scene, dong with the one in chapter five, appears designed to set the stage for what follows. At
the outset, we are shown the first guarantee of ultimate victory: God ison Histhrone! (Summers)

The praise offered by the four living creatures and the twenty-four el ders reinforce the truth that the One
on the throne (and therefore in ultimate control) is none other than the Lord God Almighty, Eternd and
Holy, the Creator who holds dl things together. He is therefore worthy of glory, honor and power! He
isthe one to revere, not man!
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OUTLINE

|. THE THRONE SCENE (1-8)

A. JOHN TAKEN TO HEAVEN (1)
1. After seeing the Lord and hearing the letters addressed to the seven churches
2. Upon seeing adoor standing open in heaven, and hearing a trumpet-like voice
a. Beingtold "Come up here"
b. Inwhich hewill see"things which must take place after this'

B. HE DESCRIBES THE THRONE SCENE (2-8)
1. The Oneon thethrone
a. Likeajasper (sparkling white)
b. And asardius stone (fiery red) in appearance
c. With an emerdd rainbow (various shades of green) around the throne
2. Thetwenty-four elders
a. Sitting on twenty-four thrones around the throne
b. Clothed in white robes
c. With crowns of gold on their heads
3. Other dements around the throne
a Lightnings, thunderings, and voices proceeding from the throne
b. Seven lamps (the Seven Spirits of God) burning before the throne
C. A seaof glass, like crysa, before the throne
d. Four living creatures in the midst and around the throne
4. Thefour living crestures
a. Unique characterigtics
1) Thefirsgwaslikealion
2) The second was like acdf
3) Thethird had afacelike aman
4) The fourth was like aflying eegle
b. Smilar characteristics
1) Eachhad Sx wings
2) Full of eyesin front and back, around and within
3) Do not rest day or night, praising the holiness of the Eternd God

Il. GOD PRAISED ASTHE CREATOR (9-11)

A. PROMPTED BY THE LIVING CREATURES (9)
1. Whenever they give glory, honor, and thanks
2. To Him who gts on the throne, the Eterna One

B. OFFERED BY THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS (10-11)
1. Who fdl down before Him who gts on the throne
2. Who worship Him who lives forever
3. Who cadt their crowns before the throne
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4. Who proclam God worthy to receive glory, honor, and power
a. For Hecreated dl things
b. And by Hiswill they exist and were created

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- The throne scene (1-8)
- God praised as the Creator (9-11)

2) When the Lord hasfinished with Hislettersto the churches, what does John see? (1)
- A door standing open in heaven

3) What doesJohn hear? What ishetold hewill see? (1)
- A voice like atrumpet, saying "Come up here..."
- Things which mugt take place after this

4) What isthefirgt thing he notices? (2)
- A throne st in heaven, and One gtting on the throne

5) How does John describe the appear ance of the One on the throne? (3)
- Like ajasper (sparkling white like a diamond) and a sardius stone (fiery red)

6) What isthe color of the rainbow around the throne? (3)
- Like an emerdd (various shades of green)

7) What isaround thethrone? (4)
- Twenty-four elders with crowns of gold, clothed in white robes, Sting on thrones

8) What proceeds from the throne? (5)
- Lightnings, thunderings, voices

9) What stands befor e the throne? (5)
- Seven lamps of fire burning (the seven Spirits of God)

10) What lies before the throne? (6)
- A seaof glasslike crystal

11) What is seen in the midst and around thethrone? How arethey described? (6-8)
- Four living crestures
- Onelikelion, one like a caf, one with aface like aman, and one like aflying eagle
- They have dl have eyesin front and back, around and within, and six wings

12) What do they proclaim without rest, day and night? (8)
- "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and isto come!™
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13) Whenever thefour creaturesoffer glory, honor, and thanksto God, what happens? (9-10)
- The twenty-four elders fal down before God on the throne
- They worship Him, casting their crowns before the throne

14) Why do the twenty-four eldersdeem God worthy of glory, honor, and power? (11)
- He created dl things, and by Hiswill they exist
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toexaminewhat isreveded about the Lamb (Jesus) and what He has accomplished through His
death

2) To condder the impact this scene would have had upon the persecuted Chrigtiansin Asa
SUMMARY

The scene that began in chapter four continues. Whereas the theme of chapter four can be stated as
" God ison Histhrone!" , the theme of this chapter may be called " Worthy isthe Lamb!"

John's attention is drawn to a scroll in the right hand of God. Written on the ingde and on the back, it is
sedled with seven seds. A strong angel proclams™ Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose
its seals?" and at firg there seemsto be no one in heaven and earth deemed worthy to open the scroll
or look at it. This prompted John to weep (1-4).

But one of the twenty-four elders tells him not to weep for One described as ™ the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David" (cf. Gen 49:9-10; Isa 11:10) has prevailed so to be able to open the
scroll and looseits sedls. In the midst of the throne and of the living creatures and the elders, John sees
aLamb gtanding asthough dain (i.e,, Jesus - cf. Jn 1:29), with seven horns and seven eyes. The
seven eyes are explained as the seven Spirits of God sent out into dl the earth (cf. Zech 4:10). Asseen
before (cf. 1:4; 3:1; 4:9) they represent the Holy Spirit, while the seven horns are indicative of great
grength (cf. Deu 33:17; 1 Sam 2:10). The Lamb isthen seen astaking the scroll out of God's right
hand (5-7).

Taking the scroll prompts the four living creatures and twenty-four edersto fal down before the Lamb.
Each possessing a harp (perhaps symbolizing praise, Hailey) and golden bowls of incense which
depict the prayers of the saints, they Sing a new song praising the Lamb as worthy to take the scroll.
They proclaim His worthiness on the badis of being dain and redeeming by His blood those from every
nation who are made kings and priests to God who shdl reign on the earth (cf. 1:5-6; 1 Pe 2:9). The
voices of many thousands of angel's around the throne then join in with their praise of the Lamb who
was dain as worthy to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessng. Findly,
every creature in heaven, earth, and seajoin in with praise for both Him who sits on the throne (God)
and the Lamb. To which the four living creatures say "Amen!" and the twenty-four edersfal down and
worship (8-14).

This awvesome scene should certainly encourage the faithful Chrigtian. As stated by Summers:

" Such a scene was calculated to bring new cour age and new hopeto the hearts of
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John'sfirst readers, the per secuted Christians of Asig; it bringsthe same cheer to
Christian heartsin any age. Believing in the power of God (ch. 4) and the redeeming
love of God (ch. 5), thereisno enemy or force of evil which Christians need to fear.
They can enter the conflict or endurethe evil knowing that God is till on histhrone;
he has not laid aside his scepter; he has not abandoned histhroneto any other."

And what doesthe scroll represent? As Shelly saysin his commentary:

"Thisscroll isthe book of the destiny of mankind. In it could be found the fate of the
suffering saints, the outcome of Rome's (and | would add Jerusalem's, mac) machinations
againg the church, and an outline of the future from John'stime through theresolution
of the particular battleraging between his brethren and Satan'sforces. Thethings
revealed in the subsequent visions of the Revelation were bound up in thisscroll.”

|.e., the scrall reveds how God would manifest his righteous indignation upon those who regjected His
Christ and persecuted His people. Also, how the suffering saints would eventualy overcome. Aslong
as the scroll was sedled, the workings of God was gill amystery. But asthe sedls are broken
(6:1-8:1), we have:

" the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants --
things which must shortly take place." (1:1)

OUTLINE

|. THE SCROLL AND THE LAMB (1-7)

A. THE SCROLL IN GOD'SRIGHT HAND (1-4)
1. Written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven sedls
2. The proclamation by the strong angel
a. "Who isworthy?'
b. "To open and the scroll and to loose its sed s?!
3. Theinitid response
a. Noone, in heaven, on the earth, under the earth!
b. No one, able to open the scroll, or to look at it!
4. John'sresction: "So | wept much, because no one was found worthy..."

B. THE ONE WORTHY TO OPEN THE SCROLL (57)
1. Comforting words of the elder to John
a. "Do not weep"
b. "Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David"
c. He"hasprevaled'
1) "To open the scroll”
2) "Tolooseits saven sedls'
2. John's description of the Lamb
a. Standing in the midst of the throne, the four living creatures, and the elders
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b. A Lamb asthough it had been dain

1) Having seven horns

2) With saven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent into dl the earth
c. Who takesthe scroll out of God's right hand

II. THE LAMB ISPRAISED (8-14)

A. BY THE FOUR LIVING CREATURESAND TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS (8-10)
1. Eachhaving:
a Ahap
b. Golden bowlsfull of incense, which are the prayers of the saints
2. They sang anew song...
a. TheLambisworthy!
1) Totakethe scroll
2) Toopenitsseds
b. Because:
1) Hewasdan
2) He hasredeemed them to God by His blood out of every tribe, tongue, people and
nation
3) He has made them kings and priests to God, to reign on the earth

B. BY THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF ANGEL S (11-12)
1. Ther voices heard around the throne, dong with the living crestures and the elders
2. Saying with aloud voice:
a. Worthy isthe Lamb who wasdan
b. To recaive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing

C. TOGETHERWITH HIM WHO SITSON THE THRONE (13-14)
1. John now hears those in heaven, on earth, under the earth, and in the sea saying:
a. "Blessng and honor and glory and power..."
b. "Beto Him who stson throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!"
2. Upon which:
a. Thefour living creatures said " Amen!™
b. Thetwenty-four eldersfel down and worshipped Him who lives forever and ever

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The scroll and the Lamb (1-7)
- The Lamb is praised (8-14)

2) What did John seein theright hand of Him who sat on the throne? (1)
- A scroll written insde and on the back, sealed with seven sedls
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3) What did a strong ange proclaim with aloud voice? (2)
- "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"

4) How did John react when it seemed there was no one worthy to open the scroll? (3-4)
- He wept

5) What did one of the twenty-four eldersthen say to John? (5)
- "Do not weep"
- "Behold, the Lion of thetribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and it
seven sedls'

6) What did John see? (6)
- A Lamb asthough it had been dain, with seven horns and seven eyes

7) Wherewasthe Lamb? What did He do? (6-7)
- In the midst of the throne and of the four living crestures and the elders
- He took the scroll out of Him who sat on the throne

8) What happened when the Lamb had taken the scroll? (8-9a)
- Thefour living creatures and twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb
- They each had a harp, and golden bowls of incense (which are the prayers of the saints)
- They sang anew song

9) What did they proclaim in this" new song" ? (9)
- The Lamb was worthy to take the scroll and open its sedls

10) Why did they deem the Lamb worthy? (9-10)
- For He was dain and redeemed them to God by His blood
- He has made them kings and priests to God

11) What did John then see and hear? (11)
- The voice of thousands of angels around the throne, the living creatures and the elders

12) What wer e they saying? (12)
- "Worthy isthe Lamb who was dain"
- To receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory and blessng

13) What does John hear next? (13)
- Every creature in heaven, on and under the earth, and in the sea
- Offering blessing, honor, glory and power to both Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb

14) What happensthen? (14)
- Thefour living creatures said "Amen!”
- The twenty-four elders fell down and worshipped Him who lives forever and ever

The Book Of Revelation 4



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To condder what may be the meaning of the different sedls and their symbols
SUMMARY

In this chapter the Lamb looses six of the saven sedlson the scrall. | view thefirst four seals as
revealing forces God would use to bring judgment upon the oppressors of His people (1-8). Notice
what is said about the different riders:

" ...acrown wasgiven to him..." (therider on the white horse)

" ...it was granted to the one...there was given to him..." (the rider on the red horse)
"...avoicein the midst of the four living creatures saying" (therider on the black horse)
" ...power was given to them..." (riders on the pae horse - Death and Hades)

Who had the power to give a crown, or to grant such authority? Who in the midst of the four living
creatures might have spoken? Who had the power to give to Death and Hades? When we consider
that Jesusisthe ruler of the kings of the earth (1:5), that He has the keys of Hades and of Degth (1:18),
and that He was in the midst of the four living creatures (5:6), it seems gpparent that the answer is
Chrig! 1.e, the horses and their riders were acting upon the authority and power given them by Chrit.
Therefore | suggest the following explanations for the first four seals:

¢ Thewhite horse and its rider - Represents military conquest, such as God used to
bring judgment upon Assyria (1 sa 10:5-7,12-13,15-16) and Babylon (I sa
13:17-20). Here, the rider with the bow depicts a Parthian warrior, renown for
their use of the bow as aweapon, and who were dreaded enemies of the Romans.

¢ Thered horse and its rider - Represents civil war, in which people would kill one
another, such as God used in Hisjudgment againgt Egypt (1sa 19:1-4).

¢ Theblack horse and its rider - Represents famine, where necessities (wheat and
barley) would be scarce, while luxuries (oil and wine) might be in abundance but of
little interest to the hungry. God had  used famine in His judgment upon Israel (cf.
Jer 14:11-12).

¢ Thepaehorse and its riders (Degth and Hades) - Represents death brought about
by the sword, hunger, death (pestilence), and beasts of the earth. Such severe
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judgments God had brought upon Jerusdem in the past (cf. Ezek 5:17; 6:12;
14:21).

With the fifth seal, we are told why God would bring such judgments. Souls have been dain for the
word of God and their testimony, and when the time is right the judgments will begin. In the meantime,
the souls of the dain are comforted with white robes and told to rest (9-11).

The sixth sed describes cosmic disturbances and the despair of those trying to hide from God's wrath.
Is this scene depicting the end of time (cf. 2 Pe 3:7-12)? The language is reminiscent of that used to
describe God's judgment upon Babylon (Isa 13:1-22) and Samaria (Hos 10: 7-8). Jesus used Smilar
language to warn the people of His day of the impending destruction of Jerusdem (L k 23:28-30).
Therefore | tend to view it as referring to the judgment coming (perhaps in the form of natural caamities)
upon those who persecuted God's people in the first century, and how the guilty will not be able to
escape in the day of the Lamb's wrath (12-17).

OUTLINE

|. THE FOUR HORSESAND THEIR RIDERS (1-8)

A. FIRST SEAL - RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE (1-2)
1. TheLamb opensthefirs sed
2. Oneof the four living cregtures says " Come'
3. John seesawhite horse and its rider
a. Theman had abow
b. A crownwasgivento him
c. The man went out conquering and to conquer

B. SECOND SEAL - RIDER ON THE RED HORSE (3-4)
1. The Lamb opens the second sedl
2. The second living creature says "Come'
3. John seesafiery red horse and its rider
a. Therider was granted to take peace from the earth, and for people to kill one another
b. A grest sword was given to him

C. THIRD SEAL - RIDER ON THE BLACK HORSE (5-6)
1. TheLamb opensthethird sedl
2. Thethird living creature says "Come"
3. John seesablack horse and itsrider
a. A par of scaesisin the hand of therider
b. A voiceinthe midgt of the four living creatures says"A quart of wheet for adenarius,
and three quarts of barley for adenarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine."

D. FOURTH SEAL - RIDER ON THE PALE HORSE (7-8)
1. TheLamb opensthe fourth sedl
2. Thefourth living cresture says "Come"
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3. John seesapde horseand itsrider
a.  On the horse sts Desth, and Hades followed with him
b. Power was given to them over afourth of the earth
c. Power to kill with the sword, with death, and by beasts

II. THE SOULSUNDER THE ALTAR (9-11)

A. THE FIFTH SEAL - SOULSUNDER THE ALTAR (9-10)

1. The Lamb opensthefifth sed

2. John sees under the dtar those who had been dain
a. For theword of God
b. For the testimony they held

3. They cried with aloud voice:
a. "How long, O Lord, holy and true'
b. "Until you judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"

B. THEIR CONSOLATION (11)
1. A white robe was given to each of them
2. They weretold to rest alittle while longer, until both their fellow servants and brethren
would bekilled

[11.COSMIC DISRUPTIONSIN THE DAY OF THE LAMB'SWRATH (12-17)

A. THE SIXTH SEAL - COSMIC DISRUPTIONS (12-14)
1. TheLamb opensthe sixth sedl
2. Caaclysmic events occur:
A great earthquake
Sun becomes black as sackcloth of hair
Moon became like blood
Sarsfdl to the earth, like ripe figs shaken from atree by a mighty wind
Sky receded as a scroll when rolled up
Every mountain and idand moved out of its place

00T

B. THE REACTION OF MANKIND (15-17)
1. Great and smdl, dave and freg, hid themsalvesin the caves and rocks of the mountains
2. They cry out to the mountains and rocks:
a. "Fdl on usand hide us from the face of Him who gts on the throne and from the wrath
of the Lamb!"
b. "For the great day of Hiswrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER
1) What arethe main points of thischapter?

- The four horses and their riders (1-8)
- The souls under the dtar (9-11)
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- Cosmic disruptions in the day of the Lamb's wrath (12-17)

Who opens each of the sealsin this chapter? (1,3,5,7,9,12)
- TheLamb

What is seen when thefirst seal isopened? What was given to him? (1-2)
- A rider with abow on awhite horse
- A crown, who then goes forth conquering

What is seen when the second seal is opened? What was given to him? (3-4)
- A rider on ared horse

- Authority to take peace from the earth, that people should kill one another

- A great sword

What is seen when the third seal is opened? What isheard? (5-6)

- A rider with apair of scaesin hishand on ablack horse

- "A quart of wheat for adenarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the ail
and the wine."

What is seen when thefourth seal is opened? What was given to them? (7-8)

- Degth riding on apae horse, followed by Hades

- Power over afourth of the earth, to kill with the sword, with hunger, with desth, and by the beasts
of the earth

What is seen when thefifth seal isopened? What arethey saying? (9-10)

- Souls under the dtar who had been dain for the word of God and for their testimony

- "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until 'Y ou judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on
the earth?'

How arethey consoled? (11)

- A white robe to each of them

- Told to rest alittle while longer, until the number of their felow servants and brethren who will be
killed was completed

What is seen when the sixth seal iscompleted? (12-14)
- A great earthquake, sun becomes black, the moon becomes like blood, the stars of heaven fall to
the earth, the sky is receded as a scroll, every mountain and idand moved out of their

10) What do the people on earth try to do? What do they say? (15-17)

- Hide themsdves in the caves and rocks of the mountains

- "Fdl on us and hide us from the face of Him who gts on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb!"

- "For the great day of Hiswrath has come, and who is able to stland?'
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Seven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toidentify the two groupsin the two visons seen in this chapter
2) To note how these visons would comfort those who must pass through the greet tribulation

SUMMARY

Between the sixth and seventh sedls, there is an interlude in which John seestwo visons. They may be
designed to answer the question raised at the end of the previous chapter: " For the great day of His
wrath has come, and who is ableto stand?" (6:17) Yes, who will be able to stand?

In the firgt vison John sees four angels standing a the four corners of the earth, holding back the winds
from blowing on the earth, sea, or on any tree. An angd arises from the east having the sedl of theliving
God, who cries out to the other four angels not to harm the earth, etc., until the servants of God have
been sedled on their foreheads. John then hears the number of those who are sedled. They are
144,000 of al the tribes of the children of Isragl, with 12,000 from each tribe. Of interest isthe fact that
Ephraim and Dan are not mentioned, while Levi and Joseph are counted astribes. This suggeststo
many that the 144,000 of Israel is symbalic (1-8).

The second vison reveds alarge innumerable multitude of dl nations standing before the throne and the
Lamb. Clothed with white robes and pam branches in their hands, they cry out " Salvation belongs
to our God who sits on thethrone, and to the Lamb!" They are joined in their praise by angdls,
the eders, and four living creatures. John isthen told by one of the eders that those arrayed in white
robes have come out of the greet tribulation, with their robes washed and made white in the blood of the
Lamb. Before the throne of God, they serve Him day and night in Histemple. Future blessngs are then
described: God will dwell among them, they shal be free from hunger, thirdt, and the heet of the sun.
The Lamb will shepherd them and lead them to fountains of living waters, and God will wipe dl tears
from their eyes (9-17).

What do the two visons represent? | believe the 144,000 sealed on earth represents the church
"militant” , i.e,, the redeemed on earth. While they may be on the earth when God's judgment and
wrath is outpoured, they are sealed and thereby spared from God's wrath (cf. Ezek 9:1-11). This does
not mean they will not suffer tribulation, for while they may escape God's wrath they may ill face the
efforts of Satan (12:17; 13:7ff). But the second vison provides hope for those who must pass through
"the great tribulation”. Provided they have washed their robesin the blood of the Lamb, they are
assured that they will serve God in Histemple in "the intermediate state”’ (between death and the
resurrection). They are dso promised future blessingsin "the eternd state” (after the resurrection and
judgment, cf. 7:16-17 with 21:1-4). Thusthe great multitude in heaven represents the church
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"triumphant" , i.e, the redeemed in heaven. It is the church militant and then triumphant that will be
able to stand in the day of God's wrath!

OUTLINE

|. THE 144,000 SEALED ON EARTH (1-8)

A. THE ANGELSRESTRAINED (1-3)
1. John saw four angels at the four corners of the earth
a. Holding the four winds of the earth
b. That the winds would not blow on the earth, seg, or any tree
2. John saw another angd ascending from the east
a. Crying with aloud voice to the four angels granted to harm the earth and sea
Instructing them not to harm the earth, sea, or trees until the servants of God were
sedled on their foreheads

b.

B. THE 144,000 SEALED (4-8)
1. John "heard" the number of those sedled
2. Those seded were 12,000 each of the tribes of |srad:

a

0 Q0o

Judah
Reuben
Gad
Asher
Naphtali
Manasseh

0.
h.
I.
i.

K.

Simeon
Levi

| ssachar
Zebulun
Joseph
Benjamin

II. THE GREAT MULTITUDE IN HEAVEN (9-17)

A. JOHN SEESA GREAT MULTITUDE (9-12)
1. Which none could number, from dl nations, tribes, peoples and tongues
2. Standing before the throne and before the Lamb
a. Clothed with white robes
b. With pam branchesin ther hands
3. Crying with loud voices. "Sdvation belongs to our God who sts on the throne, and to the
Lamb!"
4. Angds, the eders, and the four living creatures dso join in with praise
a. Faling on ther faces before the throne and worshipping God
b. Ascribing blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and might to God

B. THE GREAT MULTITUDE IDENTIFIED (13-17)
1. Asked by one of the elders, John puts the question back to him
2. Thedder identifies the great multitude:
a.  Those who come out of the grest tribulation
b. Who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb
c. Who are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in Histemple
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3. Theeder describestheir future blessedness:
a.  The One on the throne will dwell with them
b. They shdl not hunger nor thirst anymore; the sun nor any heat shal strike them
c. TheLamb will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of water
d. God will wipe awvay every tear from ther eyes

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

What arethe main points of this chapter?
- The 144,000 sealed on earth (1-8)
- The great multitude in heaven (9-17)

What does John see next? (1)
- Four angds a the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds from harming the earth,
seaand any tree

What did an angel ascending from the east cry out? (2-3)
- "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have seded the servants of our God on their
foreheads."

Who and how many wer e sealed? (4)
- 144,000 of the tribes of Israel

In thelist of those sealed, what two tribes of |srael are missing? (5-8)
- Ephraim and Dan

What two names are used for tribes which were not normally lissed among the twelve
tribes of |srad? (5-8)

- Levi (the priedtly tribe which did not receive aland inheritance)

- Joseph (the father of Manasseh and Ephraim, whaose two sons made up two tribes)

After the 144,000 ar e sealed, what does John see next? (9-10)
- A great multitude of al nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues

- Standing before the throne and the Lamb

- Clothed with white robes and palm branches in their hands

- Ascribing sdvation to God on the throne and to the Lamb

Who elsejoinsin with praiseto God? (11-12)
- Angds, the dders, the four living crestures

Who doesthe elder identify asthe great multitude? (13-14)

- Those who come out of the great tribulation, who have washed the robes and made them whitein
the blood of the Lamb

- Who are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple
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10) What future blessings are they promised to receive? (15-17)
- The One on the throne will dwell with them
- They shdl not hunger nor thirst anymore; neither the sun nor any heat shdl strike them
- The Lamb will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of weter
- God will wipe away every tear from ther eyes
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Eight

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toreview the opening of the seventh sed, the angd with the golden censer, and the sounding of the
firg four trumpets

2) To offer an explanation concerning the significance of these visons
SUMMARY

Following the "interlude’ of the previous chapter, in which reassuring and comforting scenes concerning
the saints were seen, the seventh seal isnow opened. For about ahdf hour, thereis slence in heaven

).

In contrast to al that happened before, the sllence must have been driking! Possibly it signifies the awve
in heaven for what has aready been reveded, or for what is about to be revealed. When God acts,
those on earth should be in awe (cf. Hab 2:20; Zeph 1:7; Zech 2:13); should we not expect asmilar
resction from His cresturesin heaven?

Seven angds are then seen standing before God to whom were given seven trumpets. Before they
sound the trumpets, another angel with a golden censer comes and stands before the dtar. To this
angd was given much incense to offer dong with the prayers of the saints upon the golden dtar before
the throne. The smoke of the incense and the prayers of the saints ascended before God from the
angd'shand. Then the angd took the censer, filled it with fire from the dtar, and threw it to the earth.
Noises, thunderings, lightnings and an earthquake followed, and the seven angels with the seven
trumpets prepared to sound (2-6).

This scene gppears to suggest that the sounding of the seven trumpets and the things to follow is God's
response to the prayers of the saints. It is reminiscent of what Jesus taught in His parable of the
persstent widow: "And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him,
though He bears long with them?" (Lk 18:7).

Asthefirg four angels sound their trumpetsin turn, the environment in particular isimpacted:

¢ Thefird trumpet - Hail and fire, mingled with blood, are thrown to earth; athird of
the trees and dl the green grass were burned up (7).

¢ The second trumpet - Something like a great burning mountain is thrown into the
seq, turning athird of it into blood; athird of the sea creatures died, and athird of
the ships were destroyed (8-9).
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¢ Thethird trumpet - A great burning sar named Wormwood fals on athird of the
rivers and springs of water; athird of the waters became wormwood (a bitter
wood) and many men died from the bitter water (10-11).

+ Thefourth trumpet - A third of the sun, moon, and stars are struck, so that athird of
them were darkened; thus athird of the day and night did not shine (12).

Thefirg four trumpets may sgnify natural calamities that God would use in His judgment against
those who oppressed His people. That only athird is affected, dong with the symbolism of the
trumpets, suggests that the purpose of these judgments would be to warn people, giving them time to
repent before God's full wrath is poured out (cf. the "bowls of wrath", 16:1-21).

Before the find three trumpets sound, an angd (Some manuscripts suggest an eagle) flies through the
midst of heaven with loud voice prodlaiming a three-fold woe on the inhabitants of the earth (13). While
the first four trumpets gppear bad enough, the worst is yet to come!

OUTLINE

|. THE SEVENTH SEAL - SLENCE IN HEAVEN (1)

A. THELAMB OPENSTHE SEVEN SEAL (1a)
B. SLENCE IN HEAVEN FOR ABOUT HALF AN HOUR (1b)

II. PREPARATION FOR THE SOUNDING OF THE SEVEN TRUMPETS (2-6)

A. SEVEN ANGEL SPREPARED (2)
1. Seven angels who stand before God
2. Tothem were given seven trumpets

B. THE ANGEL WITH THE GOLDEN CENSER (3-6)
1. Came and stood before the dtar
2. Was given much incense to offer...
a. Withthe prayers of dl the saints
b. Upon the golden dtar before the throne
3. The smoke of the incense and the prayers of the saints...
a. Ascended before God
b. From the angd's hand
4. Theangd took the censer...
a. Flled it with fire from the dtar
b. Threw it to the earth
-- Accompanied by noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake
5. The seven angds with the seven trumpets then prepared themselves to sound

III.THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS (7-12)
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A. THE FIRST TRUMPET: VEGETATION STRUCK (7)
1. Hall and fire, mingled with blood, thrown to the earth
2. A third of the trees burned up, and al green grass burned up

B. THE SECOND TRUMPET: SEASSTRUCK (8-9)
1. Something like a great burning mountain thrown into the sea
2. A third of the sea became blood; athird of the creaturesin the seadied; athird of the ships
destroyed

C. THETHIRD TRUMPET: RIVERSAND SPRINGS STRUCK (10-11)
1. A great burning star fell on athird of the rivers and springs of weter
2. Named Wormwood, athird of the waters became wormwood; many men died from the
bitter water

D. THE FOURTH TRUMPET: HEAVENS STRUCK (12)
1. A third of the sun, moon, and stars struck
2. A third of them were darkened, so that third of the day and night did not shine

V. THREE-FOLD WOE ANNOUNCED (13)

A. AN ANGEL (EAGLE?) FLYING THROUGH HEAVEN (13a)

B. PRONOUNCING A THREE-FOLD WOE (13b)
1. "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth”
2. "Because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!™

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

What are the main points of this chapter?

- The seventh sedl - sllence in heaven (1)

- Preparation for the sounding of the seven trumpets (2-6)
- Thefirst four trumpets (7-12)

- Three-fold woe announced (13)

What happened when the Lamb opened the seventh seal? (1)
- There was sllence in heaven for about half an hour

What did John see next? (2)
- Seven angds standing before God, to whom were given seven trumpets

What did another angel do? What was given him? Why? (3-4)

- Come stand before the altar with a golden censer

- Much incense

- To offer it with the prayers of dl the saints upon the golden dtar before the throne
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5) What did the angedl then do with the censer? What then happened? (5-6)
- Rlled it with fire from the dtar and threw it to the earth
- There were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake
- The saven angels with the seven trumpets prepared to sound

6) Describewhat happened when thefirst angel sounded (7)
- Hail and fire, mingled with blood, were thrown to the earth
- A third of the trees were burned up, and dl the green grass

7) Describe what happened when the second angdl sounded (8-9)
- Something like a great burning mountain was thrown into the sea
- A third of the sea became blood, athird of the sea creatures died, and athird of the shipswere
destroyed

8) Describe what happened when thethird angel sounded (10-11)
- A great burning star (named Wormwood) fell from heaven on atthird of the rivers and springs of
water

- A third of the waters became wormwood, many men died from the bitter water

9) Describe what happened when the fourth angel sounded (12)
- A third of the sun, moon, and stars were struck
- A third of them were darkened, and athird of the day and night did not shine

10) What did John next see and hear? (13)
- An angd (eagle?) flying through the midst of heaven
- Pronouncing a three-fold woe upon the inhabitants of the earth because of the three remaining
trumpets about to sound
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Nine

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toreview the sounding of the fifth and sixth trumpets

2) To offer an explanaion concerning the sgnificance of these visons
SUMMARY

Following the ominous warning of the angd (eagle) in the previous chapter, the fifth angd sounds his
trumpet. John sees agtar falen from heaven, to whom is given the key to the bottomless pit. Asthe pit
is opened, smoke arises that darkens the sun and air. Then locusts with power like scor pions came
out of the smoke, to whom was given power to harm only those who did not have the sedl of God on
their forehead. Their power was limited only to torment, not kill, and only for five months. Even so,
men wished they could die. John describes the gppearance of the locudts, and identifies their king asthe
angd of the bottomless pit whose namein Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon, both meaning
"degtruction”. Thus endsthefirg "woe", with two more to come (1-12).

When the sixth angel sounds his trumpet, John hears a voice from the four horns of the golden atar
before God. It tdlls the sixth angel to release four angels who have been bound at the river Euphrates.
These angels had been prepared for the hour, day, month and year, to kill athird of mankind. At this
point John hears the number of an army of two hundred million hor semen Describing the colorful
breastplates of those on the horses, he dso relates how the lion-like heads of the horses blew fire,
smoke and brimstone which killed a third of mankind. They aso did much harm with serpent-like talls.
Despite these two "woes', the rest of mankind did not repent of their idolatry, murders, sorceries, sexud
immordities and thefts (13-21).

As one can imagine, attempts to interpret these visions have been many and some quite fanciful.
Together with the firgt four trumpets, | suggest the fifth and sixth trumpets sgnify toolsat God's
disposal to bring wrath upon the persecutors of His people. Though alowed to go only so far,
Satan's influence can have the effect of weakening a nation from within. There is aso the threat of
externd invason by enemy forces. Therefore | concur with Summers and others that the vision of
locugts from the bottomless pit symbolizes the hellish rottenness and inter nal decadence that would
wesken the Roman empire from within. The two hundred million horsemen symbolizes external
invasion as another ingrument God would use. Together with natural calamities, (depicted in the
first four trumpets), these three instruments combined to bring down the Roman empire.

As Chrigians in John's day were oppressed by what seemed to be invincible opponents, visons like
these would remind them that those "who do not have the seal of God on their forehead" would be
susceptible to God's wrath.
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OUTLINE

|. THE FIFTH TRUMPET: LOCUSTSFROM THE BOTTOMLESSPIT (1-12)

A. THE"STAR" FALLEN FROM HEAVEN (1-2)
1. With the sounding of the fifth trumpet...
a. John saw adtar fdlen from heaven to the earth
b. Towhom was given the key to the bottomless pit
2. When the bottomless pit was opened...
a. Smoke likethat of agreat furnace arose out of the pit
b. The sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke

B. THE"LOCUSTS' AND THEIR POWER (3-10)
1. Out of the smoke locusts with great power came upon the earth
a. Power like scorpions
b. Commanded not to harm the grass, any green thing, or any tree
2. The extent and nature of their power
a. Could harm only those who do not have the sed of God on their foreheads
b. Could nat kill, but only torment them for five months
c. Menwill seek desth, but death will flee from them
3. Thelocusts described
a. Ther shape like horses prepared for beattle
On their heads were crowns of something like gold
Their faces were like those of men
Ther hair was like women's hair
Their teeth waslike lions teeth
With breagtplates like those of iron
The sound of their wings like chariots with many running horses
With tails like scorpions, and gtings in their tails (though limited in power)

S@ropoo0CoT

C. THE"KING" OVER THEM (11-12)
1. Theangd of the bottomless pit
2. Whose namein Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon
-- Thefird of three woesis past; two more to come

Il. THE SSXTH TRUMPET: THE TWO HUNDRED MILLION ARMY (13-21)

A. THE FOUR ANGELSBOUND AT THE EUPHRATES (13-15)

1. With the sounding of the Sixth trumpet...
a. John heard avoice from the four horns of the golden dtar before God
b. Speaking to the sixth angd who had the trumpet
c. Tdling him to release the four angdls bound at the river Euphrates

2. Thefour angelsreleased...
a.  Who had been prepared for the hour, day, month, and year
b. Who wereto kill athird of mankind
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B. THEARMY OF TWO HUNDRED MILLION HORSEMEN (16-19)

1. John heard the number of them

2. Wha hesaw inthevision...
a. Those on the horses had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, sulfur yellow
b. The horses had heads like those of lions
c. Out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone

3. The power of thisgreat army...
a. A third of mankind killed by the fire, smoke, and brimstone
b. The power to harm isin their mouth and tails like serpents heads

C. THE FAILURE OF THE SURVIVORS TO REPENT (20-21)
1. Those not killed did not repent of their idolatry
2. Nor did they repent of their murders, sorceries, sexud immordities, or thefts

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Thefifth trumpet: locusts from the bottomless pit (1-12)
- The gixth trumpet: the two hundred million army (13-21)

2) When thefifth angel sounded histrumpet, what did John see? (1)
- A gar fdlen to heaven to whom was given the key to the bottomless pit

3) What came out of the pit when it was opened? (2-3)
- Smoke which darkened the sun and air; locusts with power like scorpions

4) What werethelocusts allowed to harm? (4)
- Only those men who do not have the sedl of God on their foreheads

5) What other limitations was placed upon their power (5-6)
- Could not kill, but only torment for five months

6) How arethelocusts described? (7-10)
- Their shape like horses prepared for battle
- On their heads were crowns of something like gold
- Ther faces were like those of men
- Their hair was like women's hair
- Their teeth was like lions teeth
- With breastplates like those of iron
- The sound of their wings like chariots with many running horses
- With tailslike scorpions, and gings in their tails (though limited in power)

7) Whowasther king? What was hisnamein Hebrew and Greek? (11)
- The angd of the bottomless pit
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- In Hebrew, Abaddon; in Greek, Apollyon

8) What did John hear when the sixth trumpet sounded (13-14)
- A voice from the four horns of the golden atar before God
- Tdling the Sxth angd to release the four angels bound at the river Euphrates

9) What werethefour angelsreeased to do? (15)
- Tokill athird of mankind

10) What did John hear next? (16)
- The number of the army of horsemen: two hundred million

11) What wer e the color s of the breastplates of those on the hor ses? (17)
- Fery red, hyacinth blue, sulfur yelow

12) What wer e the heads of the horseslike? What came out of their mouths? (17)
- Like the heads of lions
- Fire, smoke, and brimstone

13) Who was killed by the smoke, fire, and brimstone? (18)
- A third of mankind

14) Where was the power to do harm in the hor ses? (19)
- Intheir mouths and in their tails

15) Of what did those who wer e not killed not repent? (20-21)
- |dolatry, murders, sorceries, sexud immordity, theft
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Ten

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toexaminethefirg vison in the interlude between the sounding of the sixth and seventh trumpets

2) To offer an explanaion concerning the sgnificance of thisvison

SUMMARY

Just as there was an interlude between the sixth and seventh seal s that included two visions designed to
comfort the saints, so we find an interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets with three visons
that would have Smilar effect.

Chapter ten contains the first vision in this second interlude, in which John describes a mighty angel
coming down from heaven and standing with hisright foot on the seaand hisleft on theland. Of
particular noteisa little book in the angd's hand. When the angd cried out with lion-like voice, seven
thunders uttered their voices, but John is forbidden by a voice from heaven to write the things which
the thunders uttered. At this point the mighty angel swears by God that there will be delay no longer, for
when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet the mystery of God will be finished, as God declared to His
servants the prophets (1-7).

Then the voice from heaven tells John to take the book from the angel. As he does so, the angedl tells
him to eat the book, with awarning that while it will be sweet as honey in his mouth, it will make his
stomach bitter. When John eats the book, heistold that he must again prophesy about many peoples,
nations, tongues and kings (8-11).

Thedgnificance of eating the little book is clear enough, for it symbolizes John mastering the contents
of the message (cf. Ezek 2:1-3:11). Asto its contents, it may pertain to the prophecies of chapters
12-22, which certainly contains prophecies of peoples, nations, kings, etc. While the sounding of the
seventh trumpet would indicate the mystery of God was finished as declared to the Old Testament
prophets (cf. "My servants the prophets’, Zech 1:6), John would expand upon the revelaion of that
mystery by recording what will be seen sarting in chapter 12.

The ggnificance of the seven thunders may forever remain an enigma. Summers believes that John
was forbidden to record their utterances because there would be delay no longer and the time for
warning was over. Hailey suggeststhat it may indicate that God has many unrevealed weaponsin His
arsend of judgmentsto be used at His discretion, and that man cannot know al of God's ways.

This vison appears designed to impress upon John that with the sounding of the seventh trumpet his
work will not be over. Indeed, in chapters 12-22 we shal see acloser look at the conflict.
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|. THEMIGHTY ANGEL WITH THE LITTLE BOOK (1-7)

A. THE ANGEL, THE BOOK, AND THE SEVEN THUNDERS (1-4)
1. John describes another mighty angel coming down from heaven

~0 Q0T

g

Clothed with acloud

A rainbow on his head

Hisfacelikethe sun

Hisfedt like pillars of fire

A little book in his hand

His right foot on the seq, hisleft foot on the land

Who cried out with aloud voice, as when alion roars

2. Whenthe angd cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices

a

b.

John prepared to write what he heard
But a voice from heaven ingructs him to sed up the things uttered by the seven
thunders, and not write them

B. THE ANGEL AND HISOATH (5-7)
1. John seesthe angd lift his hand to heaven
2. Theangd swears by God that there will be delay no longer

a

b.

For in the days of the sounding of the seventh angd, the mystery of God would be
finished
As God declared to His servants the prophets

Il. JOHN EATSTHE LITTLE BOOK (8-11)

A. JOHN ISINSTRUCTED TO EAT THE BOOK (8-9)
1. Thesame voice from heaven ingructs him to take the book from the ange's hand
2. Heistold to eat the book, which will be sweet as honey in his mouth, but will make his
somach bitter

B. JOHN EATSTHE BOOK (10-11)
1. Taking it from the angd's hand, he ate it
2. It was sweset as honey in his mouth, but his ssomach became bitter
3. Heistold: "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings."

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The mighty angd with thelittle book (1-7)
- John eats the little book (8-11)

2) How does John describe the mighty angel which comes down from heaven? (1-2)
- Clothed with acloud
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- A rainbow on his head

- Hisface like the sun

- Hisfeet like pillars of fire

- A little book in his hand

- Hisright foot on the seq, his|eft foot on the land

- Who cried out with aloud voice, aswhen alion roars

3) When theangd cried out, what happened? (3)
- Seven thunders uttered their voices

4) What did John gtart to do? What was hetold? (4)
- To write what he heard
- To sed up and not write what the seven thunders uttered

5) What did the mighty angel swear by God? (5-7)
- That there should be delay no longer
- That in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be finished, just
as God declared to His servants the prophets

6) What isJohn then told to do? (8)
- To take the book from the mighty angel

7) What ishetold to do with the book? What did he do with the book? (9-10)
- To eat the book
- He ae the book, which was sweet as honey in his mouth, but made his ssomach bitter

8) What was hethen told? (11)
- He must prophecy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Eleven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To examinethe remaning visonsin the interlude between the sounding of the sixth and seventh
trumpets, and what happens when the seventh trumpet sounds

2) To offer explanations concerning the sgnificance of these visons, and to summarize what we have
seenin the firgt haf of the book of Reveation

SUMMARY

As theinterlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets continues, two more visons are seen. Thefirst
involves John himsdlf as heis given areed and told to measur e the temple of God, the dtar, and
those worshipping there. Heisinstructed, however, not to messure the court outside the temple, for it
has been given to the Gentiles who will tread underfoot the holy city for forty-two months (1-2). This
vison may illugtrate that while the church will undergo greet persecution, and outwardly gppear to be
trodden underfoat, its inner spirit will not be harmed.

Then thereisthevison of the two witnesses, which falsinto three sections. With power they
prophesy 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth. Identified as the two olive trees and the two lampstands
standing before the throne of God, they have the power to devour with fire from their mouths those who
wish to harm them. They aso have power to stop the rain during the days of their prophesying, to turn
water to blood, and to strike the earth with plagues (3-6). But when their testimony is completed, the
beast from the bottomless pit makes war with them and kills them. For three and haf daystheir bodies
liesin the Street of the greet city that is spiritualy called Sodom and Egypt (where Jesus was crucified).
Those who had been tormented by the two prophets rejoice, make merry and exchange gifts (7-10).
However, after three and a haf daysthey areraised to life and ascend into heaven, bringing greet fear
on those who saw them. In the same hour a great earthquake occurs in which atenth of the city fdl and
7000 men werekilled. The rest were afraid and gave glory to God (11-13).

The two witnesses are certainly reminiscent of Moses and Elijah, but | do not believe they portend two
literal persons. Rather, they represent the witness of the church, with the number two signifying the
grength of their witness (e.g., "two or more witnesses'). As suggested by Halley, the first period may
be the gpostolic age during which the witnesses could not be destroyed. When their testimony is
completed, there will be atime of persecution by “the beast” and those of "the grest city" (who will be
identified later). Ultimately, however, the witnesses (i.e., the church) will be victorious, symbolized by
their resurrection and ascension to heaven.

The interlude ended, it istime for the third woe, and the find trumpet. Asthe seventh angel sounded,
loud voicesin heaven proclamed " The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" The twenty-four elders then fell on
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their faces and worshiped God, giving thanks to Him for having taken His great power and reigned.
While the nations were angry, His wrath has come. So has the time for the dead to be judged, for His
servants the prophets and the saints to be rewarded, and for the destruction of those who destroy the
earth. Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, with the ark of the covenant in the temple,
accompanied by lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake and hail (15-19).

With the seventh trumpet we reach the climax of the first half of the Revelaion, in which we have been
shown an overall look at the conflict. In generd terms, the conflict between the Lamb and His
enemies has been described, without really mentioning who those enemies are. What has been stressed
isthat the wrath of God and His Lamb was coming! Through the visons of the seven sedls and seven
trumpets we learn of the arsend at God's disposd: military conquest, civil war, famine, pestilence,
natural calamities, interna and mord decay, externd invason. Just as God used such insgrumentsin His
dedings with the nations in the Old Testament, so His Son would use His power to reign over the
nationswith arod of iron (cf. 1:5; 2:27; 3:21).

We have aso seen visons designed to comfort the saints being oppressed by their enemies. God has
taken notice of thelr suffering, and while persecution may temporarily be thair lat, victory will ultimately
betheirs Even those who suffer degth at the hands of their enemies are promised salvation and the
blessing of being in the presence and care of the Lord. But nothing can totaly stop ther witness, and
nothing can keep God from remaining true to His covenant with them!

OUTLINE

|. MEASURING THE TEMPLE OF GOD (1-2)

A. THE COMMAND TO MEASURE THE TEMPLE AND ITSOCCUPANTS(1)
1. Johnisgiven areed like ameasuring rod
2. Told to measure the temple of God, the dtar, and those who worship there

B. THE COMMAND NOT TO MEASURE THE OUTER COURT (2)
1. Told not to measure the court outsde the temple
2. For it has been given to the Gentiles, who will tread the holy city under foot forty-two
months

Il. THE TWO WITNESSES (3-14)

A. PROPHESYING FOR 1260 DAYS (3-6)
1. Two witnesses given power to prophesy, clothed in sackcloth
2. ldentified asthe two olive trees and two lampstands standing before God
3. Thosetrying to harm them are devoured by fire from their mouths
4. Having power:
a. To shut heaven s0 no rain fals during their prophesying
b. To turn water to blood
c. To grikethe earth with plagues as they desire
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B. KILLED AND DEAD FOR THREE AND A HALF DAYS (7-10)

1.

2.

3.

Their testimony finished, the beast will kill them

a.  The beast that ascends from the bottomless pit

b. Who will make war againgt them and overcome them

Their dead bodies will liein the dtreet of the greet city

a Spiritudly caled Sodom and Egypt

b. Where our Lord was crucified

The peoples, tribes, tongues, and nation who dwell on the earth

a. Will seethear bodies three and ahdf days

b. Will not alow them to be put into graves

c. Will rgoice over them, make merry, and exchange gifts, because the two prophets had
tormented those who dwell on the earth

C. RAISED AND ASCENDED TO HEAVEN (11-14)

1.

gk~ own

6.

After three and a hdf days, the breath of life from God entered them
They stood, and grest fear fell on those who saw them

A loud voice from heaven tells them to "Come up here"

They ascend to heaven in acloud as their enemies saw them

In that same hour there was an earthquake

a. A tenthof theaty fdl

b. Seven thousand men were killed

c. Therest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven

The second woe is past; the third woe is coming quickly

II.THE SEVENTH TRUMPET: THE KINGDOM PROCLAIMED (15-19)

A. VICTORY PROCLAIMED (15)

1.
2.

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet and there were loud voices in heaven
Saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Chrigt, and He shdl reign forever and ever!”

B. THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERSWORSHIP GOD (16-18)

1.

gk own

The ddersfell on their faces and worshiped God

Giving thanks to the Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was and who isto come

Because He has taken His great power and reigned

The nations were angry, and His wrath has come

The time has come

a. That the dead should be judged

b. That His servants the prophets, the saints, and those who fear His name, should be
rewarded

C. That He should destroy those who destroy the earth

C. THETEMPLE OF GOD OPENED IN HEAVEN (19)

1.

2.

The temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His
temple
There were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and greet hail
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REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Measuring the temple of God (1-2)
- The two witnesses (3-14)
- The seventh trumpet: the kingdom proclaimed (15-19)

2) What was John given and told to measure? (1)
- A reed like ameasuring rod; the temple of God, the dtar, and those who worship there

3) What was hetold to leave out? Why? (2)
- The court outsde the temple
- It has been given to the Gentiles who will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months

4) What werethe two withessesto do? (3)
- Prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth

5) How arethey identified? (4)
- Asthe two olive trees and two lampstands standing before God

6) What happensto those who try to harm them during thistime of prophesying? (5)
- They are devoured by fire from their mouth

7) What power do these two witnesses have? (6)
- To shut heaven, so that no rain fdls in the days of their prophecy
- To turn water to blood
- To drike the earth with plagues, as often asthey desire

8) What will happen when they finish their testimony? (7)
- The beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war with them and kill them

9) Wherewill their dead bodieslie? (8)
- In the street of the great city spiritualy called Sodom and Egypt, where Jesus was crucified

10) How long will people seetheir dead bodies? (9)
- Three and a hdf days

11) How will those on the earth react to their deaths? Why? (10)
- They will rgoice, make merry, exchange gifts
- Because the two prophets had tormented them

12) What happened to the two witnesses after three and a half days? (11-12)
- The breeth of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet
- A loud voice from heaven called them to come up and they ascended to heavenin acloud
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13) What happened in that same hour? (13)
- A great earthquake, in which atenth of the city fdl and seven thousand men were killed
- The rest were afraid and gave glory to God

14) What was hear d when the seventh angel sounded histrumpet? (15)
- Loud voicesin heaven saying "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Chrigt, and He shdl reign forever and ever!”

15) What did the twenty-four eldersdo? (16)
- Fell on ther faces and worshiped God

16) For what did they give thanks? (17)
- The Lord God Almighty took His great power and reigned

17) Asexpressed in their praise, what had come? (18)
- Hiswrath
- Thetime of the dead, that they should be judged
- That He should reward His servants the prophets and the saints
- That He should destroy those who destroy the earth

18) What was then opened in heaven, and what was seen in it? (19)
- The temple of God; the ark of the covenant

19) What then followed? (19)
- Lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and greet hail
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Twelve

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To note the primary force behind the persecution that was about to come upon the early Chrigtians
2) To appreciate why the persecution of the early church was so intense

SUMMARY

With this chapter we learn that Satan was the primary force behind the persecution that was about to
befall God's people.

We aretold of hisfailed attempt to prevent the male Child from being born and assuming His rightful
place of authority asruler of the nations (1-6). An effort to usurp that authority by waging war in heaven
isthwarted, resulting in the devil and his angels being cast to earth. That prompts aloud voicein
heaven to proclaim that salvation, strength, the kingdom of God and the power of His Christ has come.
Because the accuser (i.e., the devil) has been cast down, those in heaven who overcame by the blood
of Jesus and their testimony, and who did not love their lives to the desth, could rgjoice. But woeis
proclaimed to those on the earth, because now the devil has come down to them and he knows histime
isshort (7-12). At first the dragon's efforts are directed toward the woman who gave birth to the child.
However, sheis given wingsto fly to her place in the wilderness where she is nourished for atime,
times, and half atime (1,260 days, cf. v.6). Even the earth helped the woman, so enraging the dragon
that he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, identified as those who keep the
commandments of God and have the tesimony of Jesus Christ (13-17).

While the identities of the male child and the dragon are rather evident, who is the woman and the rest
of her offspring? | suggest the woman represents the spirit of faithfulness in God's messianic community
(perhaps best exemplified by Mary) who kept covenant with God. Called "the daughter of Zion" in
prophecy (cf. Mic 4:10; 5:2ff; | sa 66: 7ff), she produced not only Chrigt, but His disciples aswdl (her
offgoring, 12:17). Like the temple of God representing the inner spirit of the church which cannot be
harmed (cf. 11: 1), the spirit of faithfulness cannot be destroyed by Satan. But just as the holy city
being trod under foot for forty-months represented the outward persecution of the church (cf. 11:2), so
the devil would persecute the woman's offspring, i.e., the disciples who were il on the earth.

Thus the chapter reveds why a period of great tribulation was about to come upon Chrigtians (cf. 2: 10).

Satan was frustrated by being thwarted at every turn. Cast down to the earth, he would attempt to
destroy the disciples of Jesus. The instruments he would use are introduced in the next chapter.

OUTLINE

. THE WOMAN, THE CHILD, AND THE DRAGON (1—6)
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A. THEWOMAN WITH CHILD (1-2)
1. A great Sgn gopeared in heaven, in which woman is clothed:
a  Withthesun
b. With the moon under her feet
C. A garland of twelve stars on her head
2. Beng with child, she cried out in [abor and pain to give birth

B. THE DRAGON READY TO DEVOUR THE CHILD (3-4)
1. Another great Sgn appeared in heaven: agrest, fiery red dragon
a.  With seven heads, ten horns, seven diadems on the heads
b. With atal which threw athird of the stars of heaven to the earth
2. Standing before the woman, ready to devour the child as soon asitisborn

C. THE OUTCOME OF THE CHILD AND THE WOMAN (5-6)
1. Themdechildisborn
a. Who wasto rule dl nations with arod of iron
b. Who was caught up to God and His throne
2. Thewoman fled into the wilderness
a. Where she has a place prepared by God
b. Where sheisfed for 1,260 days

II. SATAN THROWN OUT OF HEAVEN (7-12)

A. A WAR IN HEAVEN (7-9)
1. Between Michadl and hisangels, and the dragon and his angdls
2. Thedragon and hisangels did not prevall
a.  No place was found for them in heaven any longer
b. Thedragon and his angels were cast to the earth
c. Thedragon identified
1) That serpent of old, cdled the Devil and Satan
2) Who deceives the whole world

B. ALOUD VOICE IN HEAVEN (10-12)
1. Proclaming victory for Christ and His brethren
a. Savaion, srength, the kingdom of God, and the power of Christ have come
1) For the accuser of the brethren has been cast down
2) Who had accused them before God day and night
b. How the brethren overcame the accuser:
1) By theblood of the Lamb
2) By theword of ther testimony
3) They did not love ther lives to the degth
2. A cdl torgoice dong with awarning
a. For thosein heaven, rgoice!
b. For the inhabitants of the earth and sea, woe!
1) For the devil has come down to them having great wrath
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2) Knowing that he has only a short time

IIl.THE FAILED ATTEMPT TO PERSECUTE THE WOMAN (13-17)

A. THE DRAGON'SATTEMPT TO PERSECUTE THE WOMAN (13-16)

1. Cadt to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child

2. But the woman was given two wings of agreet eagle
a. That she might fly into the wilderness to her place
b. Where sheis nourished for atime, times, and haf atime
c. Safefrom the presence of the serpent

3. The serpent spewed water out of his mouth like aflood after the woman
a. Hoping to cause her to be carried away
b. But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swalowing up the flood

B. THE DRAGON'SINTENT TO PERSECUTE HER OFFSPRING (17)
1. Enraged with the woman he cannot reach, the dragon goes to make war with the rest of her
offgoring
2. Theres of her offoring identified:
a.  Those who keep the commandments of God
b. Those who have the testimony of Jesus Christ

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

What are the main points of this chapter?

- The woman, the child, and the dragon (1-6)

- Satan thrown out of heaven (7-12)

- The failed attempt to persecute the woman (13-17)

What great sign appeared in heaven? (1-2)
- A woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve
sars
- Being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth

What other sign then appeared in heaven (3-4)

- A great fiery read dragon, with seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads
- Whose tail drew athird of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth

- Who stood before the woman, ready to devour her child as soon as it was born

What child wasborn? What happened to the child? (5)
- A mde child who was to rule dl nations with arod of iron
- He was caught up to God and His throne

What happened to the woman? (6)
- Shefled to the wilderness, where she had a place prepared by God
- Shewasfed for 1,260 days

The Book Of Revelation 61



Mark A. Copeland

6) What happened in heaven? Who did not prevail? (7-8)
- War broke out between Michadl and his angdl's and the dragon and his angels
- The dragon and hisangdls

7) Whowasthisdragon? What was done with him and his angels? (9)
- The serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world
- They were cast out of heaven

8) What did aloud voice proclaim in heaven about Christ and the dragon? (10)
- Savation, strength, the kingdom of God, and the power of His Christ has come
- The accuser of our brethren, who accused them before God day and night, has been cast down

9) How had the brethren overcomethe dragon? (11)
- By the blood of the Lamb
- By the word of their testimony
- By not loving their livesto the degath

10) What are those who dwell in heaven told? (12)
- Torgoice

11) Why was woe proclaimed to the inhabitants of the earth and sea? (12)
- For the devil with great wrath has come down to them
- For he knows he only has a short time

12) Cast down to the earth, who did the dragon per secute next? (13)
- The woman who gave birth to the mde child

13) What was given the woman? Why? (14)
- Two wings of agreet eagle
- Tofly into the wilderness to her place, from the presence of the serpent

14) How long was she nourished? (14)
- A time, times, and ahdf of time

15) How did the serpent try to persecute the woman? Who helped her? (15-16)
- By spewing water out of his mouth, to carry her away by the flood
- The earth, by opening its mouth and swalowing up the flood

16) Enraged by hisinability to per secute the woman, who did the dragon go to make war with
next? (17)
- Therest of her offsoring
- Those who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Thirteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tonoticetwo "beasts' Satan would use in making war againg the saints

2) To offer an explanation consstent with the context in which the Revelation was written asto the
identity of the two beasts

SUMMARY

This chapter reved's two agents the dragon (Satan) would use in carrying out his war againgt the people
of God.

Thefird isthe beast from the sea. Described by John as having seven heads and ten horns, there
were ten crowns on his horns and on his heads a blasphemous name. The beast was like aleopard,
with feet like abear and amouth like alion. One of the heads of the beast appeared mortdly
wounded, but was hedled. To this beast the dragon gave his power, histhrone, and great authority, and
al the world marveled and worshiped the beast. Given a mouth spesking great things and blasphemies
againg God, His name, His tabernacle, and those dwelling in heaven, the beast was dso granted to
make war againg the saints for forty-two months. All on the earth worshiped him, except those whose
names were in the Lamb's Book of Life. With this description of the beast and his activities, John gives
aword of caution to the saints (1-10).

John then saw the beast from the land, having two horns like alamb and spesking like a dragon.
With the same authority as the firgt beadt, this second beast causes dl to worship the first by deceiving
them with grest Sgns. Telling them to make an image to the first beast, he was given power to make the
image speak and put to death those who would not worship it. This second beast also causes dl to
receive amark on their right hands or on their forehead, without which they cannot buy or sdll. John
then adds aword of wisdom, in which he tells those with understanding to caculate the number of the
beadt, which is the number of aman: 666 (11-18).

The identity of the first beast from the sea becomes clearer when we get to chapter seventeen. | agree
with those who say this beast from the sea is the Roman Empire, especidly as personified in its
persecuting emperors. The beast from the earth or land may represent the Roman Concilia, a
committee that was set up in Asa Minor where the seven churches were located to enforce emperor
worship a the time the Revelation was given (Summers).

The significance of 666 should not be underestimated, as John encourages those with understanding to
cdculae the number. Unfortunately, through many ingenuous and fanciful ways people have come up

with the number to represent just about anyone (e.g., Nero, the Pope, Hitler). Keeping the context of
the Revdation and itstime in view, the number 666 may refer to "Laeinos' (which in Greek can be
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caculated to 666); and in turn pointsto the ruler of the Latin or Roman empire (Schaff, Higtory Of The
Chrigian Church, Val. 1, p. 177). Taken more symbolicaly, the number may smply signify evil raised
to its highest power (Halley, Summers) as was the case in emperors like Nero and Domitian.

OUTLINE

|. THE BEAST FROM THE SEA (1-10)

A. THE BEAST DESCRIBED (1-3a)

1
2.

3.
4.
S.

Seen by John asrising up out of the sea

Having seven heads, ten horns, with ten crowns on his horns, and on his heads a
blasphemous name

Like aleopard with feet like those of abear and amouth like that of alion

His power, throne, and great authority given him by the dragon

One of his heads was mortaly wounded, but healed

B. THEACTIVITY INVOLVING THE BEAST (3b-8)

1.

All the world marveled and followed the beest

a. Worshipping the dragon who gave authority to the beast

b. Worshipping the beast because of his apparent invincibility

What the beast was given

a. A mouth spesking greet things and blasphemies

b. Authority to continue (make war) for forty-two months

With this authority:

a. Heblasphemed God, His name, His tabernacle, and those dwelling in heaven

b. Hewas granted to make war with the saints and overcome them

c. Hewasgiven authority over every tribe, tongue, and nation

d. All who dwdl on earth would worship him, unless their names are in the Book of Life of
the Lamb

C. ANOTE OF CAUTION (9-10)

1
2.

3.

If anyone has an ear, let him hear

He who leads into captivity shdl go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed
with the sword

Here is the patience and the faith of the saints

II. THE BEAST FROM THE LAND (11-18)

A. THISBEAST DESCRIBED (11)

1
2.

Seen by John as coming up out of the earth
With two horns like alamb, but spesking like adragon

B. THEACTIVITY OF THISBEAST (12-17)

1
2.

He exercises dl the authority of the first beast in his presence
He causes the earth and those who dwdll in it to worship the first beast
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a. Peaforming great Sgns, making even fire come down from heaven

b. Deceiving theworld by the Sgns
3. Hetdlstheworld to make an image to the first beast

a. Towhich heisgranted power to give bresth

b. Sotheimage could both speak and cause those who do not worship it to be killed
4. Hecausesdl to receive amark on the right hand or on their foreheads

a.  Without which none can buy or sl

b. Which isthe name of the beedt, or the number of his name

C. ANOTE OF WISDOM (18)
1. Let those with understanding cdculate the number of the beast
2. For itisthe number of aman: Hisnumber is 666

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The beast from the sea (1-10)
- The beast from the land (11-18)

2) What physical characteristics of the beast from the sea are mentioned by John? (1-3)
- Having seven heads, ten horns upon which are ten crowns
- Upon his heads a blagphemous name
- Like aleopard, with feet like a bear and amouth like alion
- One of the heads with amorta wound that had been hedled

3) What did thedragon givethe beast from the sea? (2)
- His power, histhrone, and greet authority

4) How did theworld respond to the beast from the sea? (3-4)
- They marveled and followed the beast
- They worshiped the beast

5) What else was given to the beast from the sea? (5)
- A mouth speeking greet things and blasphemies
- Authority to continue (make war) for forty-two months

6) When he opened his mouth, what did the beast blaspheme? (6)
- God's name, His tabernacle, and those who dwdll in heaven

7) What was granted to the beast from the sea? (7)
- To make war with the saints and to overcome them
- Authority over every tribe, tongue, and nation

8) Who would wor ship thisbeast from the sea? (8)
- All who dwell on the earth, except those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life
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9) What note of caution isgiven at thispoint? (9-10)
- If anyone has an ear, let him hear
- Hewho leads into captivity shal go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with
the sword
- Hereisthe patience and faith of the saints

10) What werethe physical characteristics of the beast from theland? (11)
- Had two horns like alamb, and spoke like adragon

11) What did the beast from the land do? (12-14)
- Exercise dl the authority of the first beast in his presence
- Cause the earth and those in it to worship the first beast
- Perform great Sgns, even making fire come down from heaven
- Decelves those on the earth by the Signs, telling them to make an image to the first beast

12) What was granted to the beast from the land? (15)
- Power to give breath to the image of the first beast
- So that the image would both spesk and cause those who would not worship it to be killed

13) What did the beast from theland require all to receive? Why? (16-17)
- A mark on their right hand or on their foreheads
- S0 no one could buy or sl unless they had the mark or name of the beadt, or the number of its
name

14) What note of wisdom is given at this point? (18)
- Let those with understanding cal culate the number of the beast
- Itisthe number of aman; his number is 666
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The Book Of Revelation

Chapter Fourteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To examinethe series of scenes depicted in this chapter

2) To appreciate how they would have provided comfort to the Christians of John's day

SUMMARY

Following the troubling description of the beasts in the previous chapter, this chapter provides scenes
which appear designed to reassure the saints to remain faithful to God.

Firgt thereisthe Lamb and 144,000 having the Father's name written on their foreheads, standing on
Mount Zion. Singing a new song before the throne, the four living crestures, and the elders, the great
company is described as mae virgins, redeemed from the earth as firdfruits to God and to the Lamb.
They follow the Lamb wherever He goes, and are without fault before the throne of God (1-5). |
suggest thisis a picture of the saints triumphant in heaven. Both the number and descriptive terms are
symbolic, illugtrating the blessedness promised for those who will persaverein thar faithfulness to God.

Next comes three angels and their proclamations. Thefirs ange and his proclamation may indicate
that the gospe will continue to be spread (despite the efforts of the dragon and the beasts). People
should therefore fear God and worship Him (not Caesar), for the hour of God's judgment has come
(6-7). The proclamation of the second angel announces the fall of Babylon, described later in great
detall (8). Thethird ange proclams the terrible judgment and eternd torment to befdl those who
worship the beast and hisimage, and recelve hismark (9-11). The three proclamations are then
followed by an explanation that the patience of the saints conssts of keegping the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, with a voice from heaven telling John to write of the blessedness of those who die
inthe Lord (12-13).

The chapter concludes with adepiction of two harvests. Thefirst shows the Son of Man on awhite
cloud regping the harvest of the earth (14-16). The second depicts an ange regping the grapes of the
vine of the earth, which are then thrown into the great winepress of the wrath of God, producing ariver
of blood dmost two hundred mileslong (17-20). These two harvests may be different ways of
describing the same judgment about to come upon those who follow the beast, or the first may depict
that Jesus will safdly harvest His own while God's wrath is being poured out on His enemies. | do not
believe ether represents that which will occur when Jesus comes at the end of time (though they may
certainly foreshadow that great event). Instead, like the angdlic proclamations they reassured the
Chrigtians of John's day that God's hour of judgment was soon to come upon their enemies (e.g., the
Roman empire).

OUTLINE
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. THE 144,000 ON MOUNT ZION (1-5)

A. STANDING WITH THE LAMB (1)
1. 144,000 together with the Lamb on Mount Zion
2. With the Father's name written on their foreheads

B. SINGING A NEW SONG (2-3)

1. John heard avoice from heaven
a. Likethevoice of many waters
b. Likethevoiceof loud thunder

2. John heard the sound of harpigts playing their harps

3. The 144,000 sang a new song
a. Beforethethrone, the four living crestures and the elders
b. Which none could learn except the 144,000 redeemed from the earth

C. DESCRIBED MORE FULLY (4-5)
1. They arevirgins, who had not defiled themsslves with women
2. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes
3. They were redeemed from among men, the firgfruits to God and to the Lamb
4. They are without fault before the throne of God, with no guile in their mouths

II. THREE ANGELIC PROCLAMATIONS (6-13)

A. THE FIRST PROCLAMATION (6-7)
1. By anangd flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlagting gospdl
a. To preach to those who dwell on the earth
b. To every nation, tribe, tongue, and people
2. Saying with aloud voice...
a. "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come"
b. "Worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water”

B. THE SECOND PROCLAMATION (8)
1. By another angd which followed the first
2. Saying...
a. "Babylonisfdlen, isfdlen, tha greet city"
b. "Because she has made dl nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication”

C. THE THIRD PROCLAMATION (9-11)
1. By athird angd which followed the firg two
2. Saying with aloud voice...
a. "If anyone worships the beast and hisimage, and receives his mark on his forehead or
on hishand..."
b. "Hehimsdf shdl aso drink of the of wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full
drength into the cup of Hisindignation”
c. "Heshdl be tormented with fire and brimstone...”
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1) "Inthe presence of the holy angds and in the presence of the Lamb”

2) "Thesmoke of their torment ascends forever and ever”

3) "They have no rest day or night"

--  "Who worship the beast and hisimage, and whoever receives the mark of his name"

D. AWORD OF WISDOM AND A BEATITUDE (12-13)

1. Hereisthe patience of the saints. those who keep...
a.  The commandments of God
b. Thefath of Jesus

2. A voicefrom heaven saying...
a. "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on."
b. "Yes" saysthe Spirit, "that they may rest from their [abors, and their works follow

them."

1. THE TWO HARVESTS (14-20)

A. REAPING THE EARTH'SHARVEST (14-16)
1. The Son of Man gtting on awhite cloud
a.  With agolden crown on His head
b. Withadharp scklein Hishand
2. Anangd came out of the temple, crying with aloud voice...
a. "ThrustinYour sckle and regp"
b. "For the time has comefor You to regp, for the harvest of the earth isripe’
3. Hewho sat on acloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and it was regped

B. REAPING THE GRAPES OF WRATH (17-20)

1. Anangd cameout of the templein heaven, dso having asharp sckle

2. Another angd, having power over fire, cried with aloud voice to the angd with the sckle...
a. "Thrugt in your sharp sckle and gather the dugters of vine of the earth”
b. "For her grapes are fully ripe"

3. Sotheangd...
a. Thrust hissckleinto the earth
b. Gathered the vine of the earth
c. Threw it into the grest winepress of the wrath of God

4. The winepress was trampled outside the city
a. Blood came out of the winepress
b. Up to the horses bridles, for 1600 furlongs

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- The 144,000 on Mount Zion (1-5)
- Three angdlic proclamations (6-13)
- The two harvests (14-20)
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2) What does John see standing on Mount Zion? (1)
- The Lamb and 144,000 with His Father's name on their foreheads

3) What does John hear? (2)
- A voice from heaven, like that of many waters and loud thunder
- The sound of harpists playing their harps

4) What were the 144,000 singing, and where? (3)
- A new song
- Before the throne, the four living crestures and the elders

5) Who could learn the song? (3)
- Only the 144,000 who were redeemed from the earth

6) How arethe 144,000 described? (4-5)
- They were not defiled with women, i.e,, they were virgins
- They follow the Lamb wherever He goes
- Redeemed from among men, they were the firdfruits to God and to the Lamb
- In their mouth was no guile, for they are without fault before the throne of God

7) What did thefirst of three angels have? What did it say? (6-7)
- The everlasting gospel to preach to those on the earth
- Fear God and give Him glory, for the time of His judgment has come; worship Him

8) What did the second angel say? (8)
- Babylon isfdlen, because she made the nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication

9) What did thethird angel say? (9-11)
- Those who worship the beast and hisimage, and receives the mark on his forehead or on his
hand, shdl drink of the wrath of God and be tormented with fire and brimstone forever

10) What does John say isthe patience of the saints? (12)
- Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus

11) What did a voice from heaven say? What did the Spirit say? (13)
- "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now.™
- "Yes, that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”

12) In thefirst of two harvests, who did the harvesting and what was reaped? (14-16)
- One like the Son of Man gitting on awhite cloud, with a golden crown on His head and a sharp
gcklein Hishand
- The earth

13) In the second harvest, who did the harvesting and what was reaped? (17-18)
- An angd which came out of the temple which is heaven
- Thevine grapes of the earth
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14) What was done with the grapes? What was produced? (19-20)
- They were thrown into the great winepress of the wrath of God and trampled
- Blood came out of the winepress, up to the bridles of horses and for 1600 furlongs
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Fifteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To seehow the stageis st for the find outpouring of God's wrath on the beast and upon those who
followed him

2) To note the comforting scene of those victorious over the beast praising God for Hisrighteous
judgment

SUMMARY

With the main adversaries identified (the dragon, the sea beadt, the land beast, and Babylon) and the
people of God reassured of ultimate victory (chs. 12-14), thefull out-pouring of God's wrath is about to
be shown. Chapter fifteen isa"prelude” to the seven bowls of wrath described in the next chapter.

We areintroduced to seven angels who have the seven last plagues in which the wreath of God is
complete (1). Before the seven angdls are given their bowls, however, John sees those victorious over
the beast sanding on afiery sea of glass having harps of God. Singing the song of Moses and the song
of the Lamb, they praise God for His righteous judgments (2-4). This sceneis reminiscent of the
|sradites praisng God for thelr victory over the Egyptians after crossing the Red Sea (cf. Exo
14.30-15:21).

The seven angds with the seven plagues then proceeded out of the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven, clothed in bright linen and chests girded with gold bands. One of the four living
crestures gave them seven golden bowls full of thewrath of God. At that point the temple was filled
with smoke from the glory of God and His power, preventing anyone from entering the temple until the
seven plagues were completed (5-8). Perhaps this scene was designed to convey that the time of God's
longsuffering was over, and the outpouring of His wrath was the result of fulfilling the covenant He had
with His people. God is about to avenge His saints!

OUTLINE

|. PRELUDE TO THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (1-4)

A. A GREAT AND MARVELOUS SIGN IN HEAVEN (1-2)

1. John sees seven angds
a. Having the saven lagt plagues
b. Inwhich thewrath of God is complete

2. John seesa seaof glass mingled with fire, and a grest multitude
a. Itisthose who have the victory over the beadt, hisimage, his mark, and the number of

his name
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b. They are ganding on the sea of glass, with harps of God

B. SINGING THE SONG OF MOSESAND OF THE LAMB (3-4)

1. Themultitudeis sSnging the song of Moses, and the song of the Lamb

2. A song which praisesthe Lord God Almighty, King of the saints
a. For Hisgreat and marvelous works
b. For thetruth and justice of Hisways
c. For Heisworthy of reverence and glory
d. Anddl nations shdl come and worship before Him, for the manifestations of His

judgments

II. SEVEN ANGELSAND SEVEN BOWLSOF WRATH (5-8)

A. THE SEVEN ANGELS (5-6)
1. Thetemple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven is opened
2. Out come the seven angels having the seven plagues
a. Clothed in pure bright linen
b. Having their chests girded with golden bands

B. THE SEVEN GOLDEN BOWLS(7-8)
1. Oneof thefour living crestures gave to the seven angels
a. Seven golden bowls
b. Full of the wrath of God who lives forever
2. Thetemple wasfilled with smoke
a. From the glory of God and from His power
b. No one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues were completed

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Prelude to the seven bowls of wrath (1-4)
- Seven angels and seven bowls of wrath (5-8)

2) What great and marvelous sign did John seein heaven? (1)
- Seven angels having the seven last plagues, in which the wrath of God is complete

3) Who was standing on a sea of glass mingled with fire? What wer e they doing? (2-3)
- Those who have the victory over the beast, hisimage, mark, and number of his name
- Singing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb

4) For what werethey praisngtheLord God Almighty? (3-4)
- His great and marvelous works
- Hisjust and true ways
- Hisholiness
- The manifedtation of Hisjudgments
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5) What did John see after these things? (5-6)
- The temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven opened
- Out of which came the seven angels with the seven plagues

6) What did one of thefour living creatures give to the seven angels? (7)
- Seven golden bowlsfull of the wrath of God

7) What happened to thetemple at that point? (8)
- It wasfilled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power
- Preventing anyone from entering the temple till the seven plagues were completed
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Sixteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To observe what happens when the seven bowls of wrath are poured out

2) To note upon whom these bowls are poured, and why

SUMMARY

In this chapter the full outpouring of wrath upon the enemies of God is depicted. The saven angels with
the seven bowls pour out "the seven last plagues' (15:1). Notice that these are not partial judgments, as
with the seven trumpets described earlier (chs. 8-11). In the pouring out of these plagues "the wrath of
God iscomplete” (15:1).

Inthefirgt four bowls, God's wrath is poured out on the earth, the seg, the rivers and springs, and the
sun. Affected by these plagues are those who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped hisimage.
God's judgment upon them is proclaimed righteous and just, because they had been guilty of shedding
the blood of saints and prophets. Amazingly, their responseis to blaspheme God, and refuse to repent
and give Him glory (1-9).

Thefifth bowl is poured out on the throne of the beast and his kingdom, resulting in darkness. The
painful suffering of the wicked continue, as does their blasphemy and refusa to repent of their deeds
(10-11). The sixth bowl is poured out on the river Euphrates, preparing the way for the kings from the
eadt. John then saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, the beast, and
the fase prophet. Described as the spirits of demons, they perform signs and gather the kings of the
earth to the place called Armageddon, for the battle of the great day of God. At this point Jesus speaks
both awarning and blessing, for those who watch and keep their garments will be blessed, as Heis
coming asathief (12-16).

The seventh bowl is poured out and aloud voice from the temple in heaven criesout, "It isdone!” The
declaration isfollowed by thunderings, lightnings, and a great earthquake. The great city was divided
into three parts, and cities of the nationsfell. Gresat Babylon was remembered by God, to give her the
cup of thewine of Hiswrath. Every idand fled away, the mountains were not found, and great hail from
heaven fell upon men. The latter caused men to blagpheme God (17-21).

Chapters 17-19 will daborate upon the judgments upon the beast, the false prophet, and Babylon,
identifying them in more detail, and describing their ultimate downfal. Theimport of chapter 16
appears to be that the judgments upon them will be find and just, for even with these outpourings of
wrath there is no willingness on the part of the beast and those who worship him to repent of their evil
deeds!
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OUTLINE

|. THE PRONOUNCEMENT (1)

A.

B.

BY A LOUD VOICE FROM THE TEMPLE (1a)

TO THE SEVEN ANGELSTO POUR OUT THE BOWLS OF WRATH (1b)

II. THE SEVEN BOWL S OF WRATH (2-21)

A.

FIRST BOWL: TERRIBLE SORES(2)

1. Thebowl is poured out upon the earth

2. Loathsome and foul sores came upon those who had the mark of the beast and who
worshipped hisimage

SECOND BOWL: SEA OF BLOOD (3)
1. Thebowl ispoured out on the sea, turning it to the blood of a dead man
2. Every living cregture in the seadied

THIRD BOWL: RIVERSAND SPRINGS OF BLOOD (4-7)
1. Thebowl ispoured out on the rivers and prings, turning them to blood
2. Theangd of the waters declares God's justice
a. Hisjudgments are righteous
b. Foritisjust due upon those who shed the blood of saints and prophets
3. Another voice from the dtar dso proclaims God's judgments as true and righteous

FOURTH BOWL: MEN SCORCHED (8-9)
1. Thebowl ispoured out on the sun, giving the fourth angel power to scorch men with fire
2. Men were scorched with greet heat

a. They blasphemed the name of God who had power over these plagues

b. They did not repent or give glory to Him

FIFTH BOWL: PAIN AND DARKNESS (10-11)
1. Thebowl is poured out on the throne of the beast, his kingdom became full of darkness
2. Men gnawed their tongues because of the pain

a. They blasphemed God

b. They did not repent

SIXTH BOWL: KINGDOMSGATHERED AT ARMAGEDDON (12-16)
1. Thebowl is poured out on the grest river Euphrates

a. ltswater wasdried up

b. Preparing the way for the kings of the east
2. Three unclean spirits like frogs appear

a. Out of the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet

b. Which are spirits of demons, performing Sgns
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c. Who gather the kings of the earth to the battle of that great day of God Almighty
3. Jesusoffers both awarning and ablessing
a. Heiscoming asathief
b. Blessed is he who watches and keeps his garments, lest he walks naked and others see
his shame
4. The unclean spirits gather the kings of the earth to the place called Armageddon

G. SEVENTH BOWL: GREAT EARTHQUAKE; THE GREAT CITY DIVIDED AND
BABYLON REMEMBERED; CATACLYSMIC EVENTS (17-21)
1. Thebowl ispoured out on the air

a. Followed by aloud voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, declaring, "It is
done!”

b. Therewere noises, thunderings, lightnings and a mighty earthquake unlike any before

The greet city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell

3. Great Babylon was remembered, to receive the cup of the wine of the fierceness of God's
wrath

4. Great cataclysmic events occur
a. Every idand fled away and the mountains were not found
b. Great hal fdl upon men, and they blasphemed God because of the hall

N

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

What arethe main points of this chapter?
- The pronouncement (1)
- The seven bowls of wrath (2-21)

What did a loud voice from the temple say to seven angels? (1)
- "Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth”

Upon what wasthefirst bowl poured out? What happened? (2)
- The earth; foul and loathsome sores came upon those who had the mark of the beast and
worshiped hisimage

Upon what was the second bowl poured out? What happened? (3)
- The seg; it became blood as of a dead man; every living cresture in the seadied

Upon what was the third bowl poured out? What happened? (4)
- The rivers and springs of water; they became blood

Why did the angel of the waters proclaim God'sjudgments asjust? (5-6)
- Because they had shed the blood of saints and prophets

Upon what was the fourth bowl poured out? What happened? (8-9)
- On the sun; men were scorched with great heat
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8) Despitethesejudgments, how did men respond? (9)
- They blasphemed the name of God, and did not repent and give God glory

9) Upon what wasthe fifth bowl poured out? What happened? (10)
- On the throne of the beast; his kingdom became full of darkness, and people gnawed their tongues
because of the pain

10) What again is said about the response to these judgments? (11)
- They blasphemed God because of their sores and pain, and did not repent of their deeds

11) Upon what wasthe sixth bowl poured out? What happened? (12)
- Ontheriver Euphrates; it was dried up, so the way of the kings from the east might be prepared

12) What did John see next? (13)
- Three unclean spirits like frogs coming of the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the flse
prophet

13) What wer e these, and what was their mission? (14)
- Spirits of demons, performing great Sgns
- To gather the kings of the earth to the battle of the great day of God Almighty

14) What war ning and beatitude did Jesus give at this point? (15)
- Behold, | am coming as athief
- Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame

15) Where wer e the kings of the earth gathered? (16)
- To the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon

16) Upon what was the seventh bowl poured out? What happened? (17)
- Theair; aloud voice from the temple of heaven, from the throne, proclaimed, "It is done!

17) What then occurred? (18-21)
- There were noises, thunderings, lightnings, a mighty earthquake
- The great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell
- Great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of
Hiswrath
- Every idand fled away, and the mountains were not found
- Greet hail from heaven fell upon men

18) How did people respond to the plague of the hail? (21)
- They blasphemed God, because the plague was exceedingly great
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Seventeen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To appreciate the importance of this chapter in interpreting the book of Revelaion
2) To note the Sgnificance of the fact that the beast "'is not" when the Revelaion was given

3) To ascertain the identity of the great harlot and the scarlet beast
SUMMARY

Thisisakey chapter, for the mystery of the great harlot and the beest is explained, and one's
understanding of this chapter will affect their interpretation of the rest of the book.

John is carried away into the wilderness where he is shown the great harlot " Babylon™ , with whom
the kings of the earth have committed fornication and the inhabitants of the earth were drunk with the
wine of her fornication. Sheis seen Sitting on a scar let beast with seven heads and ten horns. Sheis
dressed in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, precious stones and pearls. In her hand isagold cup
full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. On her forehead is written:

MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONSOF THE EARTH

Seeaing the woman drunk with the blood of the saints (Old Testament saints?) and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus, John marvels with great amazement (1-6).

The angd then proceeds to tell John the mystery of the woman and the beast that carries her. He begins
with the beast first, described as one who " was, is not, and is about to come" (NASB). This beast
will ascend out of the bottomless pit (cf. Re 11:7) and go to perdition (cf. Re 19:20). The seven
heads of the beast represent seven mountains upon which the woman sts. There are seven kings, five
of whom have fdlen, oneis, and the other has yet to come. The beast is then described asthe eighth
king, though of the seven. Theten horns represent ten kings who give their power and authority to the
beadt, make war againg the Lamb, and eventually turn on the harlot hersdf. The harlot isfindly
described asthat "grest city” (cf. Re 11:8;14:8; 16:19) which reigns over the kings of the earth (7-18).

Asindicated in the introductory materid, my understanding of this book focuses on the fact that John is
given thisrevdaion at atimewhen thebeast " isnot" (Re 17:8,11). Whatever explanation one gives
for the beadt, it did not exist at the time of the Revelaion! It had existed, and was about to come, but at
the time John was shown thevision, it " is not" .
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One plaugible explanation is that the seven (actudly eight) kings represent Roman emperors, starting
with Augustus. This would make Nero the fifth king, whose degth in 68 A.D. |eft the empirein an
uproar and may be the "deadly wound" referred to Re 13:3,12,14. Discounting Galba, Otho, and
Vitdlius whose indgnificant reigns were short-lived during the turmail, the sixth king (" oneis") would
be Vespasian who restored order to the empire. Thiswould make Titus the seventh emperor and
Domitianthe eighth. The beast that " was, and is not, and will ascend” therefore depictsthe
persecuting Roman emperor, seen firgt in the person of Nero (the beast who " was" ) and later in the
person of Domitian (the beast who " will ascend" ). The "ten kings' who gave their power and
authority to the beast appear to be vassal kings that supported the emperor in times of persecution.

Theidentity of the harlot is dtill an open question in my own mind. Many understand her to represent
the commercial and immoral spirit of Rome (not the literd city itself, for she was never destroyed as
described in later chapters) which was instrumenta in opposing the people of God. There is much to be
sadfor thisview. Re 17:2,18; 18:3,9,11 certainly seem to fit Rome.

However, | lean toward the view that the harlot represents Jer usalem, often supported in her
persecution of the church by the Roman empire but then destroyed herself by Romein A.D. 70. Itis
interesting to compare such verses as Re 17:6; 18:20,24; 19:2 with Jesus statementsin Mt 23:31-39.
Asforetold by Jesusin both Matthew and Revelation, God was about to avenge His apostles and
prophets on thiscity " who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her" (Re 18:20;
Mt 23:37).

While the identity of the beedt, the kings, and the harlot might be unclear in the minds of some, the
outcome of the conflict described in this chapter is certain. In what may be described as the theme of
this book, we are told that:

" These will make war with Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for Heis

Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who arewith Him are called,

chosen, and faithful." (Re 17:14)

Comforting words indeed to those early Christians who were persecuted by both the Roman emperor
and unbdieving Jerusdem!

OUTLINE

|. THE SCARLET WOMAN AND THE SCARLET BEAST (1-6)

A. JOHN ISAPPROACHED BY AN ANGEL (1-2)
1. Oneof the seven angds who had the seven bowls
2. Who offersto show him the judgment of the greet harlot
a.  Which stson many waters
b. With whom kings of the earth have committed fornication
c.  With whom inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication
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B. JOHNISSHOWN THE SCARLET WOMAN ON THE SCARLET BEAST (3-6)
1. Heiscaried avay by the angd in the Spirit into the wilderness
2. There he sees awoman sitting on a scarlet beast
a Thescarlet beast
1) Full of names of blagphemy
2) Having seven heads and ten horns
b. Thewoman
1) Arrayed in purple and scarlet
2) Adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls
3) Inher hand agolden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication
4) On her forehead the name written:
a) MYSTERY
b) BABYLON THE GREAT
c¢) THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH
5) Drunk with:
a) Theblood of the saints
b) Theblood of the martyrs of Jesus
3. Hemarveled with great amazement when he saw her

II. THE MYSTERY OF THE WOMAN AND BEAST EXPLAINED (7-18)

A. THE ANGEL OFFERSTO EXPLAIN THE MYSTERY (7)
1. Asking John why he marveled
2. Saying that he will tdl him the mystery
a Of thewoman
b. Of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her

B. THE BEAST EXPLAINED (8-14)
1. The beast that John saw:
a. Was, isnot, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition
b. Will be marveled by those by those whose names are not written in the Book of Life
from the foundation of the world when they seeit
2. Themind which has wisdom:
a. The seven heads are seven mountains upon which the woman gits
b. There are dso seven kings
1) Fvehavefdlen, oneis, the other has yet to come
2) When the seventh comes, he must continue a short time
C. Thebeadt that was, and isnat, is himsdlf the eighth
1) Heisof theseven
2) Heisgoing to perdition (destruction)
d. Theten hornsareten kings
1) Who have received no kingdom as yet
2) But receive authority for one hour with the beast
3) Who are of one mind, and give their power and authority to the beast
e. Thesewill make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them
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1) For HeisLord of lords and King of kings
2) Those with Him are called, chosen, and faithful

C. THE WOMAN EXPLAINED (15-18)
1. Thewaters upon which she dits are peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues
2. Theten horns (ten kings) on the beast
a.  Will hate the harlot
1) Make her desolate
2) Eat her flesh and burn her with fire
b. For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose
1) For themto be of onemind
2) Togivether kingdom to the beast
--  Until the words of God are fulfilled
3. Thewoman John saw isthat greet city which reigns over the kings of the earth

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The scarlet woman and the scarlet beast (1-6)
- The mystery of the woman and the beast explained (7-18)

2) What did the angd tell John hewould be shown? (1)
- The judgment of the greet harlot who Sits on many waters

3) How doesthe angel describe thiswoman? (2)
- With whom the kings of the earth committed fornication
- Theinhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication

4) List thedescription of the woman as seen by John (3-6)
- Sitting on a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns, full of names of blasphemy
- Arrayed in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, precious stones and pearls
- A golden cup in her hand, full of abominations the filthiness of her fornication
- Written on her forehead: "Mystery, Babylon the Grest, the Mother of Harlots and of the
Abominations of the Earth”
- Drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus

5) What was John'sreaction to seeing the woman? (6)
- Marveled with great amazement

6) What doesthe angel offer to tell John? (7)
- The mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her

7) How isthe beast described? (8)
- He was, isnot, and isto come
- He will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition
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- Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will
marve

8) What doesthe seven heads of the beast represent? (9-10)
- Seven mountains on which the woman sts

9) What issaid of the seven kings? (10)
- Five have fdlen, oneis, and the other has not yet come
- When the seventh king comes, he must continue ashort time

10) What is said of the beast that was and isnot? (11)
- He will be the eighth king
- Heis of the seven
- Heis going to perdition

11) What do theten hornsrepresent? (12)
- Ten kings who have recelved no kingdom as yet
- Who receive authority for one hour as kings with the besst

12) What elseissaid of theten kings and the beast? (13-14)
- The kings of are of one mind and will give their power and authority to the beast
- They will make war with the Lamb

13) Why will the Lamb overcomethe beast and the ten kings? (14)
- HeisLord of lords and King of kings
- Those with Him are cdled, chosen, and faithful

14) What do the water supon which the harlot sitsrepresent? (15)
- Peoples, multitudes, nations, tongues

15) What will theten horns (kings) do to the harlot? (16)
- Hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, egt her flesh and burn her with fire

16) Why will they do this? (17)
- For God has put it into ther hearts to fulfill His purpose and fulfill His words

17) How isthe woman finally described? (18)
- That gresat city which reigns over the kings of the earth
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Eighteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To note the pronouncement and depiction of the fal of Babylon, the greet city
2) To observe the reasons why Babylon would receive such terrible judgment

3) To ascertain the identity of Babylon, the great harlot

SUMMARY

In this chapter we find the fal of "Babylon the great” proclaimed, and the great mourning over her by
thosein theworld. Thefall of Babylon is proclaimed by an angd with great authority, who
illuminated the earth with hisglory. The reasonsfor her fal include how the nations and kings of the
earth have committed fornication with her, and how the merchants have become rich through her
abundance. Meanwhile, avoice from heaven calsfor the people of God to come out of her lest they
receive the plagues to come upon her. Her judgment will involve death, mourning, famine, and utter
destruction by fire, for it isthe Lord God who judges her (1-8).

Thefall of Babylon is mourned by the kings of the earth who committed fornication with her, and the
merchants and sea-traders who had becomerich by her. They dl cry out " Alas, alas, that great
city..." asthey observe her judgment. They bemoan that in just one hour her riches came to nothing
and she has become desolate. On the other hand, heaven itself, along with the apostles and prophets,
are cdled to rgjoice, because God has avenged them on her (9-20).

Findly, amighty angd throws alarge oneinto sea to depict with what greeat violence Babylon will be
thrown down. The sounds and sights of music, crafts, even weddings will be gone. Thefall of
Babylon isjustified, for her merchants were greet, by her sorcery the nations were deceived, and in
her was found the blood of prophets, saints, and dl those dain on the earth (21-24).

What isthis chapter describing? If the date of the book suggested in the introduction is correct (Spring,
70A.D.), and Jerusdem isindeed the "harlot”, then this chapter likely refers to the destruction by the
Romansin August, 70 A.D. Thiswould bein harmony with 17:16, where those who first supported the
harlot eventualy turned on her. So it was with Jerusdem, who depended upon the approvd of the
Roman authorities to persecute the church, and later became the object of Roman persecution herself.
Very fitting is the depiction of Jerusalem as a harlot, for she who should have been agrest spiritud city
had become a great commercia center by virtue of the roads that passed through her between Europe,
Asaand Africa. Her spiritua adultery was adso manifested by regjecting the many prophets and apostles
sent to her (cf. Mt 23:31-39 with Re 17:6; 18:20,24; 19:2).
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OUTLINE

|. THE FALL OF BABYLON PROCLAIMED (1-8)

A. BY AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN (1-3)
1. John seesan angel coming down from heaven
a. Having grest authority
b. lluminaing the earth with his glory
2. Theangd cries mightily with aloud voice
a. Babylonthegreet isfdlen, isfdlen
b. She has become...
1) A dwdling place of demons
2) A prison for every foul spirit
3) A cagefor every unclean and hated bird
c. Withher...
1) Thenaions have drunk of the wine of her fornication
2) Thekings of the earth have committed fornication
3) The merchants of the earth have become rich

B. BY A VOICE FROM HEAVEN (4-8)
1. Cdling God's people to come out of her
a. Lest they sharein her snsand her plagues
b. For her sins have reached to heaven and God has remembered her iniquities
2. Cdling for judgment to be rendered her
a.  Render her just as she rendered them
Repay her double according to her works
In the cup she has mixed, mix double for her
To the degree she glorified hersdf and lived luxurioudly...
1) Give her torment and sorrow
2) For shesaysin heart that sheis a queen and will not see sorrow as awidow
e. Her plagueswill comein oneday...
1) Deeth, mourning, and famine
2) Utterly burned with fire
-- For great isthe Lord God who judges her

oo o

Il. THE FALL OF BABYLON MOURNED (9-20)

A. BY THE KINGSOF THE EARTH (9-10)
1. Thosewho committed fornication and lived luxurioudy with her
2. They shdl weep and lament when they see the smoke of her burning
3. They shdl stand afar off for fear of her torment, saying...
a. "Alas das, that greet city Babylon, that mighty city!"
b. "For in one hour your judgment has come.”

B. BY THE MERCHANTSOF THE EARTH (11-17a)
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They shdl weep and mourn over her

For no one buys their merchandise anymore

All that they longed for, both rich and splendid, they shdl find no more

The merchants shdl stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and waliling...

a. "Alas, das, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned
with gold and precious stones and pearldl”

b. "For in one hour such greet riches came to nothing."

o

C. BY THE TRADERSAND TRAVELERS ON THE SEA (17b-19)
1. They stood at a distance, crying when they saw the smoke of her burning, "Whét islike this
great city?'
2. Throwing dust on their heads, they cried out, wesping and walling...
a. "Alas, das, that gredt city, in which al who had ships on the sea became rich by her
wedlth!"
b. "For in one hour she is made desolate.

D. BUT NOT BY THEHOLY APOSTLESAND PROPHETS (20)
1. They areto rgoice over her
2. For God has avenged them on her

III.THE FALL OF BABYLON JUSTIFIED (21-24)

A. THE FALL OF THE GREAT CITY ILLUSTRATED (21-23a)
1. Byamighty angd...
a. Who took a stone like a great millstone and cast it into the sea
b. Who then proclams "Thus with violence the grest city Babylon shdl be thrown down,
and shal not be found anymore."
2. Nether shal be heard or seeniin her...
a. Thesound of harpists, mudcians, flutists, and trumpeters
b. A craftaman of any craft
c. Thesound of amillstone
d. Thelight of alamp
e. Thevoice of bridegroom and bride

B. THE FALL OF THE GREAT CITY JUSTIFIED (23b-24)
1. For her merchants were the great men of the earth
2. For by her sorcery dl the nations were deceived
3. For in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of al who dain on the earth

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Thefadl of Babylon proclaimed (1-8)
- Thefadl of Babylon to be mourned (9-20)
- Thefdl of Babylon judtified (21-24)
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2) Who proclaimsthefall of Babylon? (1-2)
- An angd with great authority, whose glory illuminated the earth

3) What issaid concer ning the nations, kings and merchantsin regardsto Babylon? (3)
- The nations have drunk of the wine of her fornication
- The kings have committed fornication with her
- The merchants have become rich through the abundance of her luxury

4) What does a voice from heaven implorethe people of God? Why? (4-5)
- Come out of her, lest they sharein her sins and receive of her plagues
- Her sins have reached to heaven and God has remembered her iniquities

5) Towhat degreewill Babylon be judged? (6-7)
- Just as she did to others
- Double according to her works
- To the degree shelived in glory and luxury, she will suffer torment and sorrow

6) What plagueswill cometo her in oneday? Her ultimate end? (8)
- Degth, mourning, and famine
- Utterly burned with fire

7) What first group isdescribed as mourning the fall of Babylon? (9)
- The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxurioudy with her

8) What will they say asthey see the smoke of her burning from a distance? (10)
- "Alas, das, that great city Babylon, that mighty city!”
- "For in one hour your judgment has come.”

9) What second group isdescribed as mourning the fall of Babylon? Why? (11)
- The merchants of the earth
- No one buys their merchandise anymore

10) What will they say asthey stand afar off, weeping and wailing? (16-17a)
- "Alas, das, that greet city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with greet
gold and precious stones and pearls!™
- "For in one hour such greet riches came to nothing.”

11) What third group isdescribed as mour ning the fall of Babylon? (17b)
- Every shipmagter, al who trave by ship, salors, and sea-traders

12) What do they say asthey see the smoke of her burning? (18-19)
- "What islike this greet city?"
- "Alas, das, that grest city, in which al who had ships on the sea became rich by her wedth!™
- "For in one hour she is made desolate.”
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13) Whoistold torgoice over thefall of Babylon? Why? (20)
- Heaven, and the holy apostles and prophets
- For God has avenged them on her

14) What did a mighty angel do and say? (21)
- Throw a great millstone into the sea
- "Thus with violence the grest city Babylon shdl be thrown down, and shal not be found anymore.

15) What did the angdl say would not be seen or heard in Babylon anymore? (22-23a)
- The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters
- Craftsmen, or the sound of a millstone
- Thelight of alamp, or the voice of bridegroom and bride

16) What two reasons are given for her downfall? (23a-24)
- By her sorcery dl the nations were deceived
- In her was found the blood of prophets, saints, and of al those dain on the earth
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Nineteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To note the greet joy in heaven over thefal of Babylon, and the excitement over the preparation for
the marriage of the Lamb and His wife

2) To seethegresat victory Christ would have over the besadt, the false prophet, and their armies
SUMMARY

This chapter illustrates the ultimate defeet of the enemies of God's people. John hears a great multitude
inheaven rgoicing over thefall of Babylon. The multitudeisjoined by the twenty-four eders and
four living creatures, and a voice from the throne caling upon dl God's servants to praise Him (1-5).

John then hears heaven rgoicing in preparation for the marriage of the Lamb. Hiswife has made
hersdlf ready, and sheis adorned in fine linen, Sgnifying the righteous acts of the saints. John isthen told
to write that those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb are truly blessed. John fals down to
worship the one speaking to him, but isimmediately rebuked and told to worship God (6-10).

The scene quickly changes as John sees heaven opened and Christ thewarrior king on a white

hor se, followed by the armiesin heaven on white horses. Described in terms reminiscent of His
gppearance in the fird three chapters, He is ready to drike the nations and rule them with arod of iron,
even as He treads the winepress of the fierce wrath of Almighty God. Asinscribed on His robe and His
thigh, Jesusistruly "King of kingsand Lord of Lords' (11-16).

With an angd standing in the sun and inviting the birds to gather for the supper of the great God, John
then sees the beast and his forces gathered to make war againg Chrigt and Hisarmy. But immediately
the beast and the false prophet (the earth beast of 13:11-18) are captured and cast alive into the
lake of fire. Ther armies are killed with the sword proceeding from the mouth of Chrigt, and al the
birds werefilled with ther flesh (17-21).

This chapter appears desgned to reinforce the ideathat Christ in Hiskingly rule will defest those who
have been persecuting His people. Just as Babylon the harlot would be destroyed, so the beast and
fase prophet would be overcome. If the latter two represent the Roman empirein its persecution
againg the church, this section with its vivid imagery would have been fulfilled by 313 A.D. when
Congtantine brought an end to Roman persecution.

OUTLINE

|. HEAVEN REJOICESOVER THE FALL OF BABYLON (1-5)
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A. A GREAT MULTITUDE IN HEAVEN (1-3)
1. Prasng God, atributing salvation, glory, honor, and power to Him
2. Dedaring Hisjudgments on the great harlot as true and righteous
a. For she corrupted the earth with her fornication
b. Hehasavenged the blood of His servants which she shed
3. Praisng God, for her smoke rises up forever and ever

B. THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS AND FOUR LIVING CREATURES (4)
1. Faling down and worshipping God who dts on the throne
2. Sagying "Amen, Allduia”

C. AVOICE FROM THE THRONE (5)
1. Cdling upon dl God's servants and those who fear Him
2. Cdling upon both smal and greet to praise God

Il. HEAVEN REJOICESIN PREPARATION FOR THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB
(6-10)

A. A GREAT MULTITUDE IN HEAVEN (6-8)
1. Sounding like many weaters and mighty thunderings
a. Prasng the Lord God Omnipotent for Hisreign
b. Caling to be glad and rgoice and give God glory
2. For the marriage of the Lamb has come
a. Hiswife has made hersdf ready
b. Shewasarayed in finelinen, which is the righteous acts of the saints

B. A FELLOW SERVANT (9-10)

1. Tdling Johnto write: "Blessed are those who are cdled to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!"

2. Proclaming: "These are the true sayings of God."

3. When John fell a hisfeet to worship him, he is rebuked
a. "Seethat you do not do that!"
b. "I amyour fdlow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus."
c. "Worship God! For the testimony of Jesusis the spirit of prophecy.”

I11.CHRIST THE WARRIOR KING ON A WHITE HORSE (11-16)

A. HISAWESOME DESCRIPTION (11-13)

1. Asheaven opened, John sees Him dtting on awhite horse
a. Heiscdled Faithful and True
b. In righteousness He judges and makes war

2. Asseen by John:
a. Hiseyeswerelike aflame of fire
b. On His head were many crowns
C. Hehad aname written that no one knew but Himsalf
d. Clothed with arobe dipped in blood
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e. Hisnameiscdled The Word of God

B. HISGREAT RULE AND REIGN (14-16)
1. Followed by the armies of heaven
a. Clothed in fine linen, white and clean
b. Stting on white horses
2. From His mouth, a sharp sword to strike the nations
a. HeHimsdf will rule the nations with arod of iron
b. HeHimsdf treads the winepress of Almighty God's fierceness and wrath
3. On Hisrobe and thigh a name written: "King of kings, and Lord of lords'

IV.THE FALL OF THE BEAST, THE FALSE PROPHET, AND THEIR FORCES (17-21)

A. THE DECLARATION OF AN ANGEL (17-18)
1. John seesan angel sanding in the sun, crying with aloud voice
2. Spesking to dl the birds thet fly in the midst of heaven:
a. "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God."
b. "..edat theflesh of kings...captains...mighty men...horses...dl people, free and dave, both
and| and great”

B. THE END OF THE BEAST AND FAL SE PROPHET (19-21)

1. John saw the beadt, the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered to make war against
Him who sat on the horse and Hisarmy

2. John saw the beast and fal se prophet captured
a. Thefdse prophet who worked signs in the presence of the beast
b. By which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and worshiped his

imege

-- Both were cagt diveinto the lake of fire burning with brimstone

3. Therest of their forceswerekilled
a. With the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse
b. All the birds were filled with their flesh

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Heaven regjoices over the fal of Babylon (1-5)
- Heaven rgjoices in preparation the marriage of the Lamb (6-10)
- Chrigt the warrior king on awhite horse (11-16)
- Thefdl of the beast, the false prophet, and their forces (17-21)

2) What did John hear a great multitude in heaving saying? (1)
- "Alldluial Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!"
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3) Why are God'sjudgments on the harlot proclaimed astrue and righteous? (2)
- She has corrupted the earth with her fornication
- She has shed the blood of His servants

4) What else doesthis great multitudein heaven say? (3)
- "Alleluial Her smoke rises up forever and ever!”

5) Who dsejoinsend with acry of " Amen! Alldluial” ? (4)
- The twenty-four eders and the four living crestures

6) What doesa voice from throne proclaim? (5)
- "Praise our God, al you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and grest!"

7) What did the voice of a great multitude cry out next? (6-7)
- "Allduia For the Lord God Omnipotent reigng!”
- "Let us be glad and rgoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His
wife has made hersdf ready.”

8) Inwhat wasthe Lamb'sbride adorned? (8)
- Finelinen, clean and bright (the righteous acts of the saints)

9) What was John then told? (9)
- "Write: 'Blessed are those who are cdled to the marriage supper of the Lamb!™
- "These are the true sayings of God."

10) As John fell down to wor ship the one who spoke to him, what was he told? Why? (10)
- "See that you do not do that!"
- "l amyour fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.”
- "Worship God! For the testimony of Jesusis the spirit of prophecy.”

11) List the descriptive features of the One sitting on a white hor se (11-16)
- He was called Faithful and True, in righteousness He judges and makes war
- Hiseyes were like aflame of fire, on His head were many crowns
- He had a name written that no one knew except Himself
- He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood
- Hisname s called The Word of God
- He was followed by the armies of heaven, clothed in white linen and on white horses
- Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword with which He should strike the nations
- Hewill rule the nations with arod of iron
- He treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of God
- On Hisrobe and thigh was a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

12) What did an angd standing in the sun say to the birds? (17-18)
- "Come and gather together for the supper of the Great God"
- "Tha you may et the flesh of mighty men...horses...those who st on them...dl people, free and
dave, both small and grest.”
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13) What did John see next? (19)
- The beadt, the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered to make war againgt Him who sat on
the white horse and Hisarmy

14) What happened to the beast and the false prophet? (20)
- They were captured and cast dive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone

15) What happened to therest of their armies? (21)
- They werekilled by the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Christ
- All the birds werefilled with their flesh

The Book Of Revelation 93



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Twenty

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To congder the binding, future release and ultimate defeet of Satan

2) To examinethe "thousand year reign” described in this chapter, and those who will reign with Christ
during thistime

3) To notethe criteriaof the find judgment, and the importance of the Book of Life
SUMMARY

Previous chapters have illugtrated the defeat of agents used by Satan to persecute God's people. One
by one we have seen the fal of Babylon, the beast, the fase prophet, and the armies they had gathered.
What about Satan, the dragon who gave authority to the beast in his efforts to wage war againgt the
sants (12:17-13:7)? And what of those killed by the agents of Setan?

This chapter revedsthe binding of Satan for "a 1000 years'. 1t most likely depicts along period of
time in which Satan is no longer able to deceive the nations as he did during the time of the Roman
empire (cf. 13:14; 20:3). It began following the end of Roman persecution and would continue for
sometimein the future. During this period, John see soulsreigning with Christ, who were beheaded
for their faithfulness to Jesus and the word of God. No mention is made of reigning on the earth, so my
concluson isthat they reign with Chrigt in heaven during this period (cf. 2:26-27; 3:21). This"firg
resurrection” may be aspecia blessing for the martyrs of Christ during the intermediate Sate (between
death and the bodily resurrection at the end of time), while 7:9-17 may describe the intermediate Sate
for the average Christian. Truly those who had been beheaded for the witness of Christ are "blessed
and holy" (1-6)!

After the 1000 years' are over, Satan isreleased for a short time where he once again seeksto
"deceive the nations’ to persecute the people of God (cf. 13:14; 20:3,8,10). The mention of "Gog and
Magog" is likely an apocayptic reference to forces of evil at Satan's disposal during thistime, not any
particular nation or nations. But the final attempt of Satan is quickly thwarted by the Lord, and the
devil is cast into the lake of fire, where the beast and false prophet were (cf. 19:20). If any section of
Revelation pertainsto the time just prior to the Lord'sfina coming, | believeitisthisone. The
description is brief, for the book was written for the benefit of Chrigtiansin Asia Minor about things to
shortly come to pass (cf. 1:1-4; 22:6,10). These Christians would not experience this last attempt of
Satan. But to assure them (and ug!) that Satan would ultimately be defeated, we have the description
found in these few verses (7-10).

The chapter closes with adescription of thefinal judgment. Before the great white throne and Him
who sat on it, dl the dead are judged. Books are opened, including the Book of Life, and judgment is
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based upon their works. None escape the judgment, for the sea, Degth, and Hades give up all the dead
that arein them. Death and Hades are cast into the lake and fire, described as the "second degth”. The
same end is given to those whose names were not written in the Book of Life (11-15).

OUTLINE

|. THE THOUSAND YEAR REIGN (1-6)

A. SATAN BOUND FOR 1000 YEARS (1-3)

1. John seesan angd come down from heaven
a. Having the key to the bottomless pit
b. Withagreet chainin hishand

2. Theangd binds Satan for a thousand years
a. Cadting him into the bottomless pit, shutting him up and setting a sedl on him
b. Sothat he should deceive the nations no more for a thousand years

-- But afterward he will be rleased for alittle while

B. SAINTSREIGN WITH CHRIST FOR 1000 YEARS (4-6)
1. John sees souls upon thrones, to whom judgment was committed
a. Who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and the word of God
b. Who had not worshiped the beast or hisimage
¢. Who had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands
2. These soulslived and reigned with Chrigt athousand years
a. Theres of the dead not live again until the thousand years were finished
b. Thisisthefirg resurrection
1) Blessed and holy are those who have apart in the first resurrection
2) Over such the second desth has no power
3) They shdl be priests of God and of Chrigt
4) They shdl reign with Christ athousand years

II. SATAN'SFINAL ATTEMPT AND DEFEAT (7-10)

A. HISRELEASE FROM PRISON (7-8)
1. After the thousand years were completed
2. Hewill go out to deceive the nations
a. Thosein the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog
b. To gather them to baitle

B. HISFINAL ATTEMPT AND DEFEAT (9)
1. To have the nations surround the camp of the saints and the beloved city
2. But firefrom God out of heaven devoured those Satan had deceived

C. HISETERNAL TORMENT (10)
1. Thedevil who deceived the nations was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone
2. The same place where the beast and the false prophet are
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3. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever

III.THE FINAL JUDGMENT (11-15)

A. THE ONE ON THE GREAT WHITE THRONE (11)
1. John seesagreat white throne and Him who sat on it
2. Before Whose face the earth and heaven fled away so no place was found for them

B. THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD (12-13)

1. John seesthe dead, small and gresat, standing before God

2. Books were opened, including the Book of Life
a. The dead were judged according to their works
b. The dead were judged by the things written in the books

3. All the dead were judged, each according to hisworks
a. For the sea gave the dead who werein it
b. For Dead and Hades ddlivered up the dead who were in them

C. THE LAKE OF FIRE (14-15)
1. Death and Hades were cast into the |ake of fire (which is the second degth)
2. Anyone not found written in the Book of Life were cast into the lake of fire

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The thousand year reign (1-6)
- Satan'sfinal attempt and defeat (7-10)
- Thefina judgment (11-15)

2) What did John see coming down from heaven? (1)
- An angd, having the key to the bottomless pit and agreet chain in his hand

3) What did the angel do to Satan? (2-3)
- Laid hold of him and bound him for athousand years
- Cagt him into the bottomless pit and set a sedl upon him

4) Why did the angd do thisto Satan? (3)
- So that he should deceive the nations no moretill the thousand years were completed

5) What soulsdid John see sitting on thrones? (4)
- Those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God
- Who had not worshiped the beast or hisimage
- Who had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands

6) How long did they live? With whom did they reign? (4)
- A thousand years, Christ
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7) What isthisreigning with Christ called? Why are those who have a part consider ed
blessed and holy? (5-6)
- The first resurrection
- Over such the second death has no power, and they shdl be priests of God and Christ and reign
with Him athousand years

8) What happenswhen the thousand year s have expired? (7)
- Satan will be released

9) What will he do? (8-9)
- Deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth to gather them for battle
- To surround the camp of the saints and the beloved city

10) What will happen before they succeed? (9)
- Fire from God out of heaven will devour them

11) What will happen to the devil? (10)
- Hewill be cast into the lake of fire, where the beast and fal se prophet are
- They will be tormented day and night forever and every

12) What does John see next? What about the earth and the heaven? (11)
- A great white throne and Him who sat on it
- They fled away; no place was found for them

13) Who does John see standing befor e the throne? What was opened (12)
- The dead, both small and great
- Books, including the Book of Life

14) How were the dead judged? (12)
- According to their works
- By the things which were written in the books

15) Who had given up the dead? (13)
- The seq, Death and Hades

16) What isthe lake of fire called? Who was cast into it? (14-15)
- The second desth
- Death and Hades, and anyone not found written in the Book of Life
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The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Twenty-One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Tocondder the eternd destiny of the redeemed, in terms depicting felowship with God and
protection by God

2) Tobeamazed a the glory of the haly city, the New Jerusalem, the Lamb's wife, as revedled to John
SUMMARY

Following the Judgment scene at the end of the previous chapter, the eternd destiny of the redeemed is
now reveded. The motif of a new heaven and new earth, dong with the New Jerusdem, is used to
provide greet hope and comfort to Chrigtians. Thisis certainly nothing new, for both the Old and New
Testaments provided Smilar pictures to increase anticipation of the future (cf. I sa 65:17-25; 66:22-24;
He 11:10,13-16; 13:14; 2 Pe 3:13). In each case, the eterna destiny of God's faithful is described in
terms that provided the greatest meaning and encouragement to the people of that dispensation. Here
we see the destiny of the redeemed in terms depicting fellowship with God and protection by God.

John firg sees all things made new. Thereisanew heaven and anew earth, for the first heaven and
firs earth are no more (cf. 20:11). He seesthe holy city, New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God. A loud voice from heaven declares that God will dwell with His people and be their God.
God, who is the Alphaand the Omega, the Beginning and the End, will comfort His people by removing
al that causes pain, and provide the fountain of the water of life fredy to him that thirgs. While those
who overcome inherit al things and enjoy the blessings of being God's children, the wicked and
unfaithful have their part in the lake of fire and brimstone (cf. 19:20; 20:10,14-15) which is defined as
the second desath (1-8).

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls (cf. 15:7; 16:1) then carries John to agreat and high
mountain, to show him "the bride, the Lamb'swife'. Thisis none other than the greet city, the New
Jerusalem, which is seen descending out of heaven from God. It isacity having the glory of God, and
the bulk of the chapter describes its prominent festures. A great and high wal surrounds the city.
Standing about 72 yards high and made of jasper, the wal has twelve pearly gates upon which are the
names of the twelve tribes of I1sragl, with an angdl at each gate. The wall has twelve foundations, made
of precious stones, upon which are the names of the twelve gposiles. The city itsdlf, made of pure gold
like clear glass, is 1500 mileslong in its length, breadth, and height. The dreet of the city isaso pure
gold, like trangparent glass (9-21).

Theglory of the holy city is described further by noting that there is no temple, for God Almighty and
the Lamb are itstemple. Thereisno need for the sun or moon, for the glory of God and the Lamb
illuminate the city. Its gates are never shut, there is no night there, and the nations of the saved dong
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with the kings of the earth bring their honor and glory into it. Only those written in the Lamb's book of
life enter this glorious city, ensuring that it remains free from any abomination and defilement (22-27).

OUTLINE

|. ALL THINGSMADE NEW (1-8)

A. THE NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH (1)
1. John sees anew heaven and anew earth
2. Thefirgt heaven and earth had passed away, and there was no sea

B. THE NEW JERUSALEM (2)
1. John saw the holy city coming down out of heaven
2. It was prepared as a bride adorned for her husband

C. THE PROCLAMATION FROM HEAVEN (3-4)
1. "Thetabernacle of God iswith men"
a. "Hewill dwdl with them, and they shdl be His people"
b. "God Himsdf will be with them and be their God"
2. "God will wipe away every tear from their eyes’
a. "There shal be no more deeth, nor sorrow, nor crying”
b. "There shdl be no more pain, for the former things have passed avay"

D. THE PROCLAMATION FROM THE ONE WHO SAT ON THE THRONE (5-8)
1. "Behold, | makedl things new"
a. "Write, for these words are true and faithful”
b. "ltisdone"
2. "l amthe Alphaand the Omega, the Beginning and the End"
a. "l will giveof thefountain of the water of life fredy to him who thirgs’
b. "Hewho overcomes shdl inherit dl things'
1) "I will be his God"
2) "Heghdl be My son"
3. "But the cowardly, unbdieving, abominable, murderers, sexudly immord, sorcerers,
idolaters, and dl liars..."
a. "Shdl havethear part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone’
b. "Which isthe second death"

Il. THE NEW JERUSALEM (9-21)

A. JOHN ISSHOWN THE HOLY CITY (9-11)
1. By oneof the saven angels who had the saven bowls filled with the last plagues
a. Who offered to show John “the bride, the Lamb's wife"
b. Who caried him away in the Spirit to agreat and high mountain
2. Heseesthe gredt city, the holy Jerusdem
a. Descending out of heaven from God
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b. Havingtheglory of God
c. Withlight like ajasper stone, clear as crysta

B. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY AND ITSWALL (12-21)

1. It had agreat and high wall with twelve gates
a. Withtwedve angds a the gates
b. With the names of the twelve tribes of Isradl
c. With three gates each on the eadt, north, south, and west
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d. With twdve foundations, on which were the names of the twelve gpostles of the Lamb

2. The measurement of the city, the gates, and the wall
a. Theange had agolden reed to measure them

b. Thecity islaid out asacube, itslength, breadth, and height are each 12,000 cubits

c. Thewdl isone hundred and forty-four cubits
3. The condruction of the city, the wal, its foundations, and the gates
a. Thewadl was of jasper; the city was pure gold, like clear glass

b. Thetwelve foundations of the wall were adorned with precious stones:

1) Jasper 5) Sardonyx 9) Topaz
2) Sapphire 6) Sardius 10) Chrysoprase
3) Chalcedony 7) Chrysolite  11) Jacinth
4) Emerdd 8) Bayl 12) Amethyst
c. Thetweve gates were twelve pearls, each gate one pearl
d. The dtreet of the city was pure gold, like trangparent glass

[II.THE GLORY OF THE HOLY CITY (22-27)

A. ILLUMINATED BY THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND THE LAMB (22-23)

1. ltstemple arethe Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
2. ltisilluminated by the glory of God and the Lamb

B. ENHANCED BY THOSE WHO ENTER IT (24-27)
1. Thenationsof the saved shdl wak initslight
2. Thekings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it
3. Itsgates shdl not be shut a dl by day, and there is no night there
4. The nations shdl bring their glory and honor into it
a.  Nothing that defiles, causes an abomination or alie, shal enter it
b. Only those written in the Lamb's book of Life enter it

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- All things made new (1-8)
- The New Jerusalem (9-21)
- The glory of the holy city (22-27)

2) What did John see? (1)
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3)

4)

5)

6)

8)

9)

- A new heaven and new earth

What happened to thefirst heaven and first earth? What of the sea? (1)
- They had passed away; it was no more

What did John see coming down out of heaven from God? (2)
- The holy city, New Jerusalem, prepared as bride adorned for her husband

What issaid about the dwelling of God? (3)

- The tabernacle of God iswith men

- He will dwell with them and they shal be His people
- God Himsdlf will be with them and be their God

What will God do? What shall be no more? (4)
- Wipe away every tear from their eyes; degth, sorrow, crying, pain

What did the One on the throne say to John in ver se 5?
- "Behold, | make dl things new"
- "Write, for these words are true and faithful”

What did He say in verse 6?

- "Itisdone"

- "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End"

- "I will give of the fountain of the water of life fredy to him who thirgs'

What is promised to those who overcome? (7)
- He shdll inherit dl things
- "1 will be his God and he shdl be My son”

Mark A. Copeland

10) Who shall havetheir part in the lake which burnswith fire and brimstone? What isthis

called? (8)

- The cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexudly immord, sorcerers, idolaters, dl liars

- The second death

11) Who offered to show John the bride, the Lamb'swife? (9)

- One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls

12) Whereis John taken, and what does he see? (10)

- To agreat and high mountain
- The great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God

13) What wasthe general description of the city? (11)

- It hasthe glory of God
- Her light was like amost precious stone, like ajasper stone, clear as crystal

14) What surrounded the city? (12)
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- A great and high wal with twelve gates

15) What stood at each of the gates? What waswritten on the gates? (12)
- An angd; the names of the twelve tribes of Isradl

16) How many foundations did the wall have? What waswritten on the foundations? (14)
- Twelve; the names of the twelve gpostles of the Lamb

17) What wasthe length, breadth, and height of the city? (16)
- 12,000 furlongs (about 1500 miles)

18) How tall wasthe wall? (17)
- 144 cubits (about 72 yards)

19) What wasthe construction of thewall? Of the city? (18)
- The wall was of jasper
- The city was of pure gold, like clear glass

20) What wer e the foundations of the city adorned with? (19)
- All sorts of precious stones

21) What werethetwelve gates? What wasthe street of the city? (21)
- Twelve pearls, each gate of one pearl
- Pure gold, like transparent glass

22) Why wasthere no templein the city? (22)
- The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are itstemple

23) Why wasthere no need for the sun or moon to shinein it? (23)
- The glory of God illuminated it, and the Lamb isitslight

24) Who shall walk in itslight? Who shall bring their glory and honor into it? (24)
- The nations of those who are saved
- Thekings of the earth

25) What shall not be shut at all day? What about at night? (25)
- The city's gates
- There shdl be no night there

26) Who will by no meansenter the city? Who will enter the city? (27)
- Anything that defiles, or causes an domination or alie
- Only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life

The Book Of Revelation 102



Mark A. Copeland

The Book Of Revelation
Chapter Twenty-Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To congder the eternd destiny of the redeemed, in terms depicting provison from God
2) To notethat things revealed in this book were soon to take place

3) To heed the promises and warnings given as the book concludes

SUMMARY

In the previous chapter John described the glory of the New Jerusdlem as the eternd destiny of the
redeemed wasreveded. Inthefirst Sx verses of this chapter, John's vision of the glorious future for the
people of God is completed with a brief description of theriver of life, thetree of life, and the
throne of God and of the Lamb. With the river of life proceeding from the throne, and the tree of life
bearing fruit every month along with its hedling leaves, the picture is one of provison from God. Eternd
fellowship with God, stressed in the previous chapter (cf. 21:3-4,7), is emphasized again with the
promise of seeing His face and having His name on onée's forehead. With no more curse (cf. Gen
3:17-19), the redeemed shall serve God and the Lamb on the throne. Thereis no night nor need for the
aun, for the Lord God gives them light (cf. 21:23). The redeemed will aso reign forever and ever (1-5).

The remainder of this chapter contains the grand conclusion of thiswonderful book. The angd who
showed John the holy city stressed that the events described in this book were soon to take place, such
that John is not to sedl the book (cf. 22:6,10; contrasgt thiswith Dan 8:26). Jesus Himsdlf states three
timesthat He is coming quickly (cf. 22:7,12,20), which | take to refer to His coming in judgment as
described throughout this book (cf. 3:10-11). With areminder of the blessedness of those who do His
commandments, Jesus, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the
Lagt, the Root and Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star, declares that He sent His angdl to
testify of these things to the churches. The Spirit and the bride join in with an invitation to let those who
thirst come to drink of the water of life fredly. The book ends with afearful warning not to add to or
take away from the book, afina promise of the Lord's coming, and atwo-fold prayer caling for the
Lord Jesusto come, and for His grace to be with al the brethren (6-22).

OUTLINE

|. THERIVER, THE TREE, AND THE THRONE (1-5)

A. THE RIVER OF LIFE (1)
1. John seesapureriver of water of life, clear as crystal
2. It proceeds from the throne of God and of the Lamb

The Book Of Revelation 103



Mark A. Copeland

B. THE TREE OF LIFE (2
1. Onather 9de of the river wasthe tree of life
2. Thetree bore tweve fruits, yidding fruit every month
3. Theleaveswerefor the heding of the nations

C. THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB (3-5)
1. There shdl be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shdl bein it
2. Hissarvantsshdl serve Him
a. They shdl sse Hisface
b. Hisname shdl be on their foreheads
3. There shdl be no night there
a. They need no lamp nor light of the sun
b. FortheLord God givesthem light
4. They shdl reign forever and ever

Il. THE GRAND CONCLUSION (6-21)

A. THE TIME ISNEAR, DO NOT SEAL THE BOOK (6-11)
1. Johnistold by the angd that these words are faithful and true
a. ThelLord God has sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly
take place
b. TheLamb proclams "Behold, | am coming quickly! Blessed is he who kegpsthe
words of the prophecy of this book."
2. John atempts to worship the angedl
a. Hefdlsdown a the feet of the angel who showed him these things
b. Theangd forbidshim
1) Theangd ishisfdlow servant, and of his brethren the prophets and of those who
keep the words of this book
2) Johnisto worship God
3. Johnistold not to sedl the words of the prophecy of this book
a. Forthetimeisat hand
b. Let hewhoisunjus beunjus dill, the filthy befilthy ill
c. Le hewho isrighteous be righteous Hill, the holy be holy il

B. THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS (12-17)
1. Hisfirg declaration:
a. "Behald, | an coming quickly"
b. "My reward iswith Me, to give to every one according to hiswork™
c. "l amthe Alphaand the Omegd'
d. "The Beginning and the End, the Firg and the Last"
2. Thepromise
a. Blessed are those who do His commandments (or wash their robes)
1) That they may have the right to the tree of life
2) That they may enter through the gatesinto the city
b. Those outsde the city
1) Aredogs, sorcerers, sexualy immora, murderers, and idolaters
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2) Whoever loves and practices alie

3. Hissecond declaration:

a "I, Jesus, have sent My angd to testify to you these things in the churches’

b. "I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
4. Theinvitation:

a. The Spirit and the bride say "Come!"

b. Let himwho hearssay "Come!”

--  Whoever dedires, let him take the water of life fredy

C. A WORD OF WARNING (18-19)
1. Do not add to the words of this book, or God will add to him the plagues writtenin it
2. Do not take away from the words of this book, or God will take away his part from:
a. TheBook (or Tree) of Life
b. Theholy city
c. Thethingswritten in this book

D. CLOSING PROMISE, FINAL PRAYERS (20-21)
1. Thepromise of Him who tedtifiesto these things: "Surely | am coming quickly.”
2. John'stwo prayers.
a. Concerning hisLord: "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesud!™
b. Concerning his brethren: "The grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt be with you dl. Amen.”

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Theriver, the treg, and the throne (1-5)
- The grand conclusion (6-21)

2) What does John see proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb? (1)
- A pureriver of water of life, clear as crystd

3) What ison either sideof theriver? (2)
- Thetree of life

4) How many fruitsdid the tree bear and when? What weretheleavesfor? (2)
- Tweve fruits, each yidding its fruit every month
- The hedling of the nations

5) What nolonger existed? What wasin the city instead? (3)
- There shal be no more curse
- The throne of God and of the Lamb

6) What issaid concerning the servants of God and of the Lamb? (3-5)
- His servants shall serve Him; they shdl see Hisface
- His name shdl be on their foreheads; they shdl reign forever and ever
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7) What issaid of night and the light of the sun? (5)
- There shal be no night there
- They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light

8) What isJohn told about the things which he has seen? (6)
- "These words are faithful and true'
- The Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angd to show His servants the things which must
shortly take place

9) What promiseand assuranceisgiven in verse 7?
- "Behold, I am coming quickly!"
- "Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."

10) What did John try to do when he heard and saw these things? (8)
- Fall down and worship before the feet of the angel who showed them to him

11) What did the angd tell John? (9)
- "See that you do not do that."
- "l am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of
this book."
- "Worship God."

12) What is John told regarding the prophecy of thisbook? Why? (10)
- Not to sed the words of the prophecy of this book
- For thetimeisat hand

13) What is said of the unjust and filthy? The righteous and holy? (11)
- Let them be unjust and filthy ill
- Let them be righteous and holy il

14) What promise and assuranceisgiven in verse 12?
- "Behald, | am coming quickly"
- "My reward iswith Me, to give to every one according to his work™

15) How does Jesus describe Himself? (13)
- "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."

16) What blessednessis promised to those who do His commandments (some manuscripts say
"wash their robes’)? (14)
- They will have the right to the tree of life
- They will enter the through the gates into the city

17) What isoutside the city? (15)
- Dogs, sorcerers, sexudly immord, murderers and idolaters
- Whoever loves and practices alie
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18) Why had Jesus sent Hisangel? (16)
- To tedtify these things in the churches

19) How does Jesus describe Himself? (16)
- "1 am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star..”

20) Who extendstheinvitation to " Comel!" ? Who elseisto extend thisinvitation? (17)
- The Spirit and the bride
- Him who hears

21) Towhom isthisinvitation extended? What is offered? (17)
- To him who thirgts
- To teke the water of life fredy

22) What warning is given to those who hear s the wor ds of the prophecy of thisbook? (18-19)
- If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues written in the book
- If anyone takes away from the words of this book, God will take away his part from the Book (or
Tree) of Life, the haly city, and the things written in this book

23) What promiseisgiven by Him who testifies of these things? (20)
- "Surely | am coming quickly.”

24) What two prayer s does John express as he closesthe book? (20-21)
- "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”
- "The grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt be with you dl. Amen.”
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